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TO 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 



IHE 



PRINCESS AUGUSTA. 



Madam, ^ 
The warm eulogium of a beloved, but de- 
parted friend, having long taught me to re- 
gard your Royal Highness as a pattern of 
true religion and benevolence, I could not, 
on bringing this little volume to a conclu- 
sion, suppress a strong desire, that I might 
be permitted to present it to the world under 
the auspices of your Royal Highness's illus- 
trious patronage. 

That the wish has been graciously acceded 
to, when I had so little claim upon your 
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Boyil Highnesses consideration, beyond that 
suggested by the design and character of 
my intended publication, is a proof how just 
were the praises by which it was inspired. 

Accept, Madam, my most grateful thanks 
for this distipgujished mark of your Royal 
Highnesses goodness and condescension ; and 
permit me, whilst I offer them, to express 
my entire conviction, that a work intended to 
convey ii^truction to the youthful mind 
through the medium of example, cannot fail 
to derive the best recommendation from the 
name and sanction of one^ who in herself ex- 
hibits so conspicuously the graces of the 
Christian character. 

With sentiments of the greatest respect, 

I am. Madam, 

Your Royal Hjgbn^ss's 

most dutiful and idevoted Servant, 

The Authob. 



ADDRESS TO THE READER. 



The author of " The Trial of SkUl," having 
already, in that work, recommended to parents 
one method of promoting in their children a 
habit of duly remembering the sabbath, is 
again desirous of drawing their attention to 
the subject. 

She is now, from the experience of many 
additional years, warranted in urging the 
adoption of the plan there proposed, which is 
simply this : That there should be in every 
family which is able to procure it, a cabinet 
kept under lock and key, which shoidd be 
only opened on the Sunday, and which should 
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contain books strictly suited to the occupa- 
tions of that hallowed day, but at the same 
time calculated to attract and interest its 
younger members. 

Many parents, from having witnessed the 
good effects of this plan, have expressed their 
desire to follow it ; and to these the author 
is anxious to afford every assistance in her 
power. She has therefore, in this little work, 
commenced the task of publishing one series 
of volumes, suited (as far as she can make 
them so) to the purpose ; but she trusts that 
hands more able than her own may speedily 
be found to join her in the undertaking, and 
hasten forward the design. 

Toall, however, who wish to supply materials 
for the Juvenile Sunday Library, she would 
suggest, that it is not works either for child- 
hood orforadvanced youth, which are required. 
A cabinet well suited to either stage of life 
might quickly be filled from the many excel- 
lent productions already in print: but the 
object is, to provide books, at once pious and 
entertaining, which shall instruct, improve 
and please, during that intermediate period 
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SO difficult of management, whidi lies between 
childhood and the opening of maturity, when 
the trifles of the nursery, and the early les- 
sons of the school-room, have ceased to exer- 
cise upon the mind the beneficial influence of 
their first undivided sway, but before a taste 
for more rational pleasures has established a 
steady ascendancy in its stead. 

It is, perhaps, owing to the scarcity of such 
publications, that we so often meet with 
young persons, who devote the leisure of the 
sabbath to the perusal of works, which have 
a necessary tendency to drive from the recoU 
lection every thought of seriousness and de- 
votion. Unable to keep their attention fixed 
for any length of time on religious subjects, 
when presented to them in the usual form of 
sermons and discourses, and yet feeling how 
irksome it is to pass several unoccupied hours 
together without having recourse to reading, 
they fancy, no doubt, that tales and other 
books of entertainment, are their proper^ if not 
only, resource. 

Nor is it sufficient, in order to prevent this 
evil habit, that children be early told to take 
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pleasure in the thought, that by abstaining 
from their ordinary reading on the Sunday, 
they honour God. 

Excellent as is this lesson, and important as 
it is to impress the mind early with the con- 
viction that it is necessary to resign our own 
ways for GodX and to sacrifice our own wills 
in obedience to His commands, it seems cer- 
tain, that something more should be added. 
Young persons who evince a willingness to 
conform to the rules of self-controul, merit 
beyond all doubt every encouragement ; and, 
instead of confining ourselves to assuring them, 
that they will i-eceive hereafter the promised 
reward of the righteous, they should, as far 
as it is possible, be allowed a foretaste of hea- 
ven even here: it should be permitted to 
them to experience, that, as with the practice 
of divine wisdom, so with its study, *' all her 
ways are pleasantness, and all her paths peace.^ 

Is it not, moreover, worthy of considera- 
tion, whether those, who have called upon 
them to enter on their holy course, have not 
made themselves responsible to provide for 
them all things necessary for their journey, 
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Jest they should £aint bj the way ? Having for^ 
bidden them one improper manner of disposing 
of their Sunday leisure, is it not a debt they 
owe them^ to use every endeavour to save 
them from falling into another, to which, by 
their restriction they have exposed them-^that 
unworthy and wasteful manner of passing it, 
which we so often witness, even in families in 
which religion is to a certain extent seriously 
cultivated^p'-where hour after hour is con- 
sumed around the hearth in the idle conver- 
sation of the day, or in listless and wearisome 
vacuity ? And how can we save them, but 
by furnishing them with works, which will 
cheerfully as well as usefully occupy their 
minds, and by indulging them in all those 
rational pleasures and gratifications, which are 
suited to intellectual and spiritual creatures, 
and which are consistent with the character 
of the day ? 

And here the author would fain remind her 
young readers, that sabbath -breaking stands 
foremost in the list of sins, which draw men 
on to destruction, and that the due observ- 
ance of the day of rest is the virtue, which 
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loads to every other, and to which the highest 
and holiest blessings are annexed. She there- 
fore earnestly presses upon their considera- 
tion, that the day should, from its commence- 
ment to its end, be honoured above all others, 
and that it should consequently be respectfully 
and gratefully distinguished from them, both 
by its pursuits and pleasures. 

But let them not imagine, that she has any 
wish to inculcate the idea, that sad counte- 
nances or forbidding austerity ought to fill up 
the space not given to the duties of public wor- 
ship, or to the employment of charity. They 
will quickly perceive that this is the farthest 
from her design. She is fully persuaded, that 
the cause of religion cannot be more effec- 
tually hindered, than by exhibiting it as the 
bane of all joy and gladness ; but she is desi- 
rous of preventing their joy degenerating into 
frivolity and sin, and of teaching them, whilst 
they rejoice, to rejoice in what is worthy of the 
day. Delighting, in fact, in the recollection of 
many families of her acquaintance, with whom 
all that is holy, heavenly and happy is on 
that privileged day brought into union, she 
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presents to the public the first volume of the 
Juvenile Sunday Library, in the hope that it 
may lead others to the imitation of their ex- 
ample. 

She deeply laments, that the same sweet 
strain of piety does not flow from her pen, 
which she has often admired in the writings 
of others, and which she has observed to steal 
so gently and so beneficially into the hearts 
of the young reader. But Grod giveth to 
every one in measure as He will ; and should 
she be permitted to exhibit a faithful picture 
of early faith and practice, and should grace 
be given her to show how patiently the apostles 
suffered to the end in vindication of the holy 
name of Christ, how their example was fol- 
lowed by their immediate disciples, and how 
it ought to be followed by ourselves, she be- 
lieves her time will not have been mispent. 

It remains only, now that she has brought 
her first volume to a close, to commit the suc- 
cess of her undertaking, and the safety of 
those for whose improvement it is designed, 
to the Father and Giver of all good. She 
does this with deep humility, anxiously re- 
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peating het mskif that should it be found 
Itnfit for its intended purpose, other and more 
able writers maj speedily exert their talents 
to make up for her deficiencies. 



GLOSSARY. 



Apostolate — ^The office of an apostle. 

Blasphenunu-^W Olds spoken against God, or against bis agents. 

Compatriots — Persons bom in tbe same country. 

Caviller — A person fond of making objections. 

Deacon — ^A minister, or servant. Used in tbe New Testament 
to denote one wbo ministers in tbe serrice of God. — See 
1 Tim. cbap. iii. 8tb and 12tb verses. 

Glo8»ary — ^A kind of Dictionary, explaining difficult words or 
pbrases. 

Idiomatic — Taken from idiom, wbicb signifies peculiarity of 
pbrase. Expressions are called idiomatic, wbicb convey 
an idea different from tbe common meaning of tbe words 
of wbicb tbey are composed ; as " Courir a toutes jambes" 
— ^wbicb is, literally, to run witb all your legpi : but it is 
used idiomatioally, and means — run as fast as you pos- 
sibly can. 

Licton — Petty officers, wbo attended on consuls, to obey tbeir 
orders, and to punish criminals. 

Oppro&rumf— Reproacbful or disgraceAil. 

Proconsul — From pro, for ; and covisul, director ; a Roman offi- 
cer, acting for the director or goremor of a prorince. 
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Pythmus — A priestess of Apollo. 

lUtpondtnt— 'One who replies. 

Rabbieih^Rab, signifies great; from which comes Rabbin, 
Rabbi ; a title meaning master, doctor, or chief, one who 
excels. 

Synagogut'-^An assembly; or the place where an assemblj 
meets. 

Hanhid/rim-^A council of the Jews consisting of seventy sena- 
tors. 

5atflHtcf— Inferior attendants. 
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How sorry I am that we have not another 
volume of these nice Bible Stories,'' ex- 
claimed Henry Arden, as he closed one of the 
little books well known to the public by that 
name. 

" Perhaps," replied his grandmama, to 
whom he had been reading the book aloud, 
" perhaps the * afiectionate aunt' who se- 
lected those stories may yet write some others 
of the same kind for the children of whom 
she seems so fond." 

"01 hope she may," said he ; "I 

B 
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wonder she did not tell us what became of 
Saint John, and Saint Peter, and Saint Paul, 
and what happened to all the apostles after 
they had lost their Master. Do you not 
think, grandmama, that true stories about 
them, and about those poor persecuted Chris- 
tians, whose pictures I used to be so fond of 
looking at in Fox's Book of Martyrs, would 
be very nice ? I wish she, or some one 
else, would write a history of their lives, 
fit for me to read, until you would let me 
have that great, full-grown history, wTiich 
you say is too old and too frightful for me 
now." 

It was then requested not only by Henry, 
but by his sister and his two cousins who 
were present, that if no work of the kind 
should appear within a short time, Mrs. C. 
should herself undertake the task; and, 
yielding to the urgent solicitation, she pro- 
mised to satisfy their anxiety. 

A few weeks elapsed, when Henry and his 
grandmother being alone, the following scene 
occurred. 

'^ O pray do come on quickly, dear grand- 
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mama," said Henry, endeavouring to drag 
his aged relation after him, as they walk- 
ed together down a rugged path which led 
from their mansion to a favourite arbour 
at some distance in the grounds. '^ Emily 
and my cousins will have gone back to the 
house, if we do not make haste. How sur- 
prised they will be to hear that you have so 
soon begun the nice new book you promised 
us. The very last thing we were talking of 
together, was what volume we should choose 
out of our Sunday library for this evening*'s 
reading; and I was just running in to get 
the ' Wars of the Jews' for myself, and ^ The 
Catechist' for the girls; but we have read 
them both two or three times already, and it 
will be so nice to hear one of your new sto- 
ries instead." 

Away flew the young enthusiast still faster 
than before towards the arbour, crying out 
as he entered, " Mary ! Agnes ! Emily ! 
what news do you think I have got to tell 
you? Do you know that grandmama has 
really begun to write The Lives of the Apos- 
tles? Here she comes with the first Life in 

B 2 
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her hand ready: for us to hear, and we are all 
to find fault with it, she says, just as we 
please, and if we do not like it, she will not 
get it printed ; but if we do, she will go on 
with the other Lives, and have them all pub- 
lished to put into our Sunday library, which 
we have been longing so much to get a new 
set of books for." 

The three girls started up to meet their 
grandmother in delight at this information, 
declaring nothing could have suited better 
with their present wishes. And the moment 
Mrs. C. entered the arbour they bustled in 
every direction to provide her with accommo- 
dation, entreating that she would immedi- 
ately be seated and begin reading her new 
work. 

Here, dear grandmama,**^ said Emily, 

is your nice little arm-chair." 

" And the cushion for your feet," said 
Mary. 

^^ And my drawing-stand for a reading- 
desk, all quite ready for you to begin," said 
Agnes. 

^^ I must beg a little time to take breath, 
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my children, after my walk from the house," 
said the old lady, ^^for Henry has drawn 
me on quite beyond my speed; and while 
I rest, you may tell me what you have 
been all about this lovely-looking aahbcUh 
evening." 

** You will say we have been sad idlers, I 
fear, grandmama ; for we have not been 
doing any thing except looking at the nice 
prospect before us, and chatting about it,'' 
said Mary, the oldest and most reflecting of 
the group. " This is, as you say, indeed, a 
lovely-looking sabbath evening. It makes 
one feel peaceful and happy alpiost without 
knowing why." 

" Why do you say sabbath^ Mary, when 
Sunday would do just as well ? You know 
grandmama objects herself to it, and says 
it sounds canting and old-fashioned, coming 
out of the mouths of young people like 



us.*" 



But at present, Henry, Sunday would 
not do so welL It is, I grant you, always 
best, when speaking on sacred subjects, 
for both young and old to make use of ex- 
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pressions in common acceptation ; and to let 
their light shine before men by the piety of 
their works, not by the peculiarity of their 
words; but on the present occasion, both 
Mary and I used the term sabbath^ which, 
you know, means rest, because every thing 
happens to look so peculiarly at rest this 
evening." 

" Yes, indeed they do,"" said Henry; 
'^ even the sun, though it shines so nicely, 
is not glancing and dancing about as 
usual.'' 

" No,'' said Agnes, " it is lying with a 
warm, steady glow over the meadows, making 
them look so soft and tranquil, I do not 
wonder the cattle all around have laid them- 
selves down to sleep." 

The sun is going to set," said Henry, 

and I suppose that is the reason it looks so 
quiet ; but I really think that it, too, seems 
as if it were falling asleep." 

Mary then pointed to a beautiful spot 
within their view, where a mountain torrent 
rushed, usually with violence, over a stu- 
pendous cliff, and pursued its rapid way past 
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the door of the arbour. " Even that noisy 
waterfall,'' said she, *^ seems to be infected 
with the stillness of the hour, and now steals 
quietly down the rock, and past our. retreat, 
as if it, too, were going to rest." 

" But that is only because the river is not 
so full as usual,'' said Henry, fancying him- 
self a philosopher. 

^^ Look at that beautiful mountain rising 
behind the waterfall with its purple base and 
golden top," said Agnes. " Oh ! if mama 
were here, she would paint those lovely tints, 
as she would call them, immediately." 

" That is, if she could," interrupted little 
malapert. 

** Really all things do seem as if they were 
resting to-night," said Mary. " There is 
oot a breath of wind sighing, not a leaf stir- 
ring, nor even the singing of a bird to dis- 
turb the stillness." . 

" I wonder what it is that makes every 
thing so quiet," said Henry. " But I sup- 
pose it is just that we all might hear the 
nice new book, if you girls would only hold 
your chattering tongues, and let it be be- 
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gun.^^ Then drawing his chair close beside 
his grandmother, he put the manuscript 
into her hand, and she at length conmienced 
reading. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE DEATH OF THE FIEST CHRISTIAN 

MAETYR. 



The daj of hope and prmyer is past ; 

The day of comfort dawns at last, 

SwifUj and straight, each tongne of flame, 

Throogh cloud and hreeze, unwarering came ; 

And darted to its place of rest, 

On some meek brow, hj Jesus blest. 

Christian Year. 



^^ The l«id of Palestine, during the months 
of our winter and spring, enjoys a climate so 
delicious, that the fields are ready fdr harvest 
before the seeds sown in this less-favoured 
country have cast up the first green covering 
with which they adorn the earth. I shall 
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begin my history of the apostles with the com- 
mencement of the first sweet summer season 
which gladdened the hearts of the inhabitants 
of. that land, after the Saviour of mankind 
had ascended to his Father, and left his fol- 
lowers at Jerusalem in expectation of the 
promised Comforter, who was to console them 
for his loss. Though unacquainted with the 
natiu'e of this Comforter, or the manner of 
his coming, the disciples still waited in pa- 
tient hope and confident reliance on his word 
for the fulfilment of the promise, and they 
were not disappointed, 

" The month of April arrived ; that joyful 
day dawned, known to the Jews as the day 
of Pentecost, when the first ripe fruits of the 
earth were to be gathered in. It rose bright 
and lovely, and was hailed with its wonted 
joy throughout the holy city. The inhabi- 
tants flocked from all quarters of the town to 
celebrate their favourite festival. The apos- 
tles also observed the feast with fervent gra- 
titude to the Giver of all good, and having 
their hearts filled with the memory of their 
divine Master, and of all that he had done 
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and suffered for them, they went with one 
accord into one place to pray. Here, sud- 
denly, there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting ; and there ap- 
peared to them tongues like as of fire — ^an 
image well fitted to express the gift of using 
different languages, and of speaking with that 
force and energy which should, with the all- 
prevailing strength and rapidity of fire, pe- 
netrate in every direction, and conquer every 
obstacle, 

" A tongue rested on each of the disciples, 
and they were filled with the holy Spirit of 
God, and b^an immediately to speak in lan- 
guages which they never understood before ; 
and they were impelled to utter things new 
and strange to themselves, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. Then they perceived that 
this was the promise of the Father, the Holy 
Ghost or Comforter which was to come; 
and they went out boldly and taught in the 
temple, and in all places^ showing forth every 
where the wonderful works of God. And 
the fame of this power which God had given 
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to them was noised abroad throughout the 
city ; so that persons of all countries who were 
dwelling there, flocked to see if the repcnrta 
which had reached them were true, and were 
astounded when they heard them speaking in 
their own several tongues the wonderful works 
of God. Parthians, and Medes, and Elam- 
ites, inhabitants of every difierent land and 
nation, heard them deliver the clearest and 
wisest instructions in the languages wherein 
they had themselves been bom, and in won* 
der and amazement they turned to each 
other, asking what these strange things could 
mean. 

** The disciples, however, although they too 
felt awe^struck at the miracle wrought within 
them, did not wonder. They understood how 
this power had been given them on that par- 
ticular day as the first fruits of the Spirit 
which was to remain with them, and with 
their children for ever, to guide them during 
their progress through life. They felt that 
it was now their bounden duty to go out 
boldly to reprove the world of sin, and to 
instruct the ignorant in the means of salva- 
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tion opened to them through the redemption 
of Christ. Immediately, therefore, thej be- 
gan to teach that whosoever would repent and 
forsake his sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord Jesus, should be saved. 

" These were glad tidings to all the reflect- 
ing part of their hearers ; for all who reflect- 
ed, knew that they had sinned; but they 
knew not how they should obtain forgiveness. 
And the words being uttered with the force 
and tenderness, energy and kindness, which 
Grod had put into the hearts of the apostles 
towards the human race, the multitude were 
so affected by all the truths spoken to them, 
that great numbers came forward in that same 
day, declaring their belief in aU they had 
heard, and entreating to be received into fel- 
lowship with Christ^s flock. 

** I need scarcely tell you that they were 
joyfully admitted into that blessed company ; 
but I cannot help wondering at their con- 
stancy, when I remember that, in despite of 
all the scofiing and derision of their brethren, 
and the various temptations of the world 
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around them, these new converts continued 
Mtedfast in their opinions to the end* 

" From this time, great fear came upon every 
Moul, and many wonders and signs were done 
l)y the apostles ; and the disciples lived to- 
gether as one family, having all things in 
common : they sold their possessions and 
goods, and, parting them amongst their bre- 
thren, as every man had need, they brake 
bread daily from house to house, with great 
singleness of heart, in the most perfect state 
of friendly intercourse, praising God with re- 
signed and grateful hearts, and having favour 
with all the people i and there were added to 
the church daily such as should be saved.*" 

^^ Added to the churchy grandmama,*" 
said Henry, — " we never heard of their hav- 
ing one before. I should like to know what 
sort of place it was, and which of the apos- 
tles built it. I wonder if it was like any of 
those papa has built. But I suppose it was 
much nicer." 

" If you speak of a mere edifice, Henry, it 
is of little importance what description of 
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temple they had, or what sort of building 
any of us have for worship, so that it be a fit 
and proper place, in which the members of 
God's church can assemble and offer their 
prayers and praises to their great and good 
Creator." 

" God's church! did you say? Is not 
every church called God's church, or the 
house of God? I do not understand you, 
grandmama; will you explain what you 
mean?" 

** The word church, my dear boy, origi- 
nally meant an assemblage of people, who 
met together for one particular object, whe- 
ther of religious worship or otherwise." 

" An assemblage of people ! " again ex- 
claimed Henry, — " I thought it meant a 
house or temple where people went to say 
their prayers.*" 

" And you thought rightly, my child ; for 
custom has also given it that meaning. Per- 
sons so seldom meet together united in one 
common feeling on any subject but religion, 
that the word church in time ceased to be 
applied to any except religious assemblies. It 
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soon, therefore, became a name for the place 
where such assemblies were held; and in 
this sense it is now most commonly used.^ 

'^ But the church of God, grandmama, 
which you mentioned just now, that must 
mean some particular church. Where is it ? 
I hope it is in this country." 

" There are, my boy, in this and in every 
other country of Christendom, a number of 
faithful worshippers who belong to the church 
of God. That expression means the whole as- 
sembly of Christians, of whatever sect or de- 
nomination, who, in all the different countries 
in the world, believe in Christ as God : as 
God reconciling the world to himself by the 
sacrifice made for sin ; and who try with sin- 
cerity and truth to love and fear and serve him 
as they ought to do.**' 

" And the holy catholic church, grand- 
mama, which we pray for every Sunday in 
that prayer which you are so fond of,^^ said 
Henry ; — " what is that ? Does it mean the 
Church of Rome ?" 

^^ No, my dear ; the word catholic means 
rniversal ; and it is but another method of 
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expressing the church of Grod. It comprises 
the entire number of devout worshippers in 
Rome, France, England, Ireland^ Scotland, 
and all the quarters of the earth, who lift up 
their hearts in adoration to the one common 
Father, Saviour, and Sanctifier of all. I am 
indeed, Henry, fond of the prayer you men- 
tion : there cannot be a more delightful feel- 
ing than that which the heart enjoys when, 
kneeling in the house of God, we join in that 
brotherly supplication for all mankind. Then, 
indeed, we feel ourselves a part of that mys- 
tical body, the holy catholic church, whose 
members are in every part of the globe, and 
who together lift up their hearts to him who 
sees them all in secret, but will Himself reward 
them openly." 

*^ I will always join in that prayer, grand- 
mama,^ said Henry, " and try to make one 
of God's great assembly every Sunday. But 
what a little small assembly it must have been 
when the apostles first began to preach at Je- 
rusalem.'* 

" It was, my love, small indeed, compared 
with what it now is : composed, too, of humV 

c 
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ble mechanics and poor fishermen, who pos- 
sessed no earthly authority or power to 
influence mankind, excepting those of speech 
and reason. Yet from that apparently insig^ 
nificant band, we now behold every quarter cf 
the world enlightened, the most remote re- 
gions peopled with their followers, and bene- 
fited by their teaching.^ 

^^ That reminds me of a verse in one of my 
hymns, grandmama : 

' How comes it that this little band, 

Once so despis'd and poor, 
Should now be found in ev^ry land. 

Peopling the world all o*er Y " 

*^ I like to hear you apply your hymns in 
this manner, my dear boy; it shows that 
you both understand and feel their meaning. 
The great and rapid increase of Christianity 
comes indeed from God alone, and he wills 
that nothing shall ever stop its progress until 
it shall at last cover the whole earth as the 
waters cover the sea." 

" Does your book tell if the Christians 
increased rapidly from the very first ? " said 
Mary. 
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" Yes," replied Mrs. C, resuming her 
narrative, ^^ owing to the immediate aug- 
mentation of their numbers, which took place 
after the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, it became necessary to ap- 
point persons to perform the various offices 
required amongst them. So the twelve apos- 
tles whom Christ had purposely selected as 
beads for directing all the rest, called toge- 
ther the disciples, and desired them to choose 
out seven of the best and wisest men amongst 
them, that they might keep charge of the 
public money, take care that the widows and 
friendless should not be neglected in the daily 
divisions of food, and provide for the wants 
of all. This the disciples immediately did, 
selecting persons noted for integrity of cha- 
racter : and amongst them was a young man 
named Stephen, whose love to God and to 
his fellow-creatures made him dear to all the 
people; who, after that the apostles had 
blessed him, and received him into office as a 
deacon of the church, immediately set him^- 
self to fulfil his trust with all the ardour and 
intrepidity of a pious and faithful minister. 

c2 
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Being fiUed with power by the Holy Ghost, 
he. did many miracles amongst the people, 
and made so many conyerts, that the wicked 
and unbelieving Jews began already to think 
that he, and the small company of Christians 
to which he belonged, would draw the whole 
world after them. They therefore disputed 
with him wherever they could find an oppor- 
tunity, but were never able to prevail against 
him, because, according to Grod's promise, 
the Holy Spirit had given him a mouth and 
wisdom, which all his adversaries were un- 
able to resist. The word of God, therefore, 
went on increasing, and the disciples multi- 
plied exceedingly ; and at last, a great many 
«ven of the priests became obedient to the 
faith. Then the Jews felt still more alarmed, 
and there arose in the principal synogogue of 
Jerusalem, men who had been trained up in 
their academies under their most learned 
rabbins." 

** O stop, stop!" cried Henry, "there 
are two hard words close together; and a 
little while ago you said the word deacon — 
and I do not understand any one of them ; do 
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pray tell me what they all mean, before you 
go on." 

^' I forgot to mention/' said his grand- 
mama, ^' that I have adopted one of Miss 
Edgeworth's judicious plans, for giving in- 
formation to youth ; and instead of confining 
my language to an over simple style of ex- 
pression, I have made a Glossary for my 
book, which will explain the meaning of any 
word with which a child so young as you, 
Henry, may be unacquainted.'' 

" Then, grandmama, you must put glos^ 
sary the very first, for I do not understand 
that." 

" Very well," said Mrs. C, " it ia easily 
done : here is the paper which you can keep 
before you and refer to, when any word oc-» 
curs which you do not understand.^ She 
then, after waiting for a few seconds, gave 
the glossary to Henry, desiring him to ifead 
what she had written. 

He did so; and having discovered the 
meaning of the words which had puzzled him 
so much, he begged she would go on, and let 
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them hear what the men were going to do^ 
who arose in the synagogue. 

" They were going,** she replied, " to dis- 
pute with Stejdien, and to try once more if 
they could not overcome him in argument* 
Having been all brought up and carefully in- 
structed in thh most subtle arts of sophistry 
and disputation, they fancied themselves the 
greatest orators and best reasoners in the 
whole world. So they argued with Stephen^ 
getting up one after the other, hoping they 
should at last silence him. But clever as 
they were» they could not resist the truth 
and wisdom with which he spoke." 

'* I am glad they were disapp(»nted,^ said 
Henry ; " I suppose they were very much 
ashamed^ and very angry." 

'' Yes, Henry, they became both alarmed 
and angry ; so they suborned men to swear 
that they had heard Stephen speaking blas- 
phemous words against God !" 

" What !" said Agnes, " against that 
very God, whom he was trying to make 
them love ! Could they pretend that he 
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was sMing blasphemous words against 
him r' 

" Even so, Agnes; they vehemently as- 
serted the falsehood, and stirred up the peo- 
ple to believe their assertion; and that fickle 
and giddy multitude who had been before 
struck with wonder at his miracles, joined 
with the scribes aa& elders, who, afraid that 
their own reputaticm for wisdom and learning 
would suffer, rushed suddenly upon him, and 
carried him before the sanhedrim, to be tried 
for his pretended crimes.^ 

** Sanhedrim !" interrupted Henry, " ah, 
that is another hard word, which I must look 
for in the glossary." 

" You will find it there, with some others, 
which you have not yet noticed," said Mrs. 
C ; and having made him examine the paper, 
she continued. 

^^ Now this sanhedrim, or council-hall, was 
a fearful place : all who entered it bad cause 
to tremble ; for there, through falsehood, 
hatred, and revenge, the innocent were often 
condemned to suffer death, whilst the guilty 
were received to pardon. There were several 
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dreadful methods by which, in those days, both 
the Jews and Romans were accustomed to put 
to death criminals whom they condemned. 
JPoT high treason, sedition, &c. Sec. ; the pun* 
ishment was crucifixion ; for theft and several 
other crimes, it was hanging ; for blasphemy 
and others, stoning. Stephen, therefore, 
whilst standing before #ie assembly, was 
aware of the law by which he was about ta 
lose his life, and felt that there was no 
chance for escape : for he knew that the same 
hearts and hands were now turned against 
him, which had nailed his blessed Master to 
the cross, on the pretended charge of his 
having wished to make himself a king. On 
hearing himself accused of blasphemy, he 
therefore knew that they meant to stone him 
to death : yet the certainty of a fate so horri- 
ble in no way damped his courage. He 
waited for a favourable opportunity to ad- 
dress the multitude, not with any hope of 
preserving his life, or of prolonging that ex- 
istence which he esteemed of little value, 
but with the firm resolution to use every mo- 
snent that should be left him in proving the 
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truth of the doctrines he taught, and in try- 
ing to open the eyes of his accusers to their 
own sin and danger. Then the false wit- 
nesses spake out, and said, ' This man ceaseth 
not to speak blasphemous words against this 
holy place, and against the law. We have 
heard him say, that Jesus of Nazareth shall 
destroy this place, and shall change the cus- 
toms which Moses delivered to us/ 

^^ Then all who sat in the council looked 
stedfastly on Stephen, tg observe the effect 
which this accusation might have on him; 
but instead of seeing guilt or dismay pictured 
in his countenance, they saw with astonish-^ 
ment his face, as it had been the face of an 
angel, beaming with more than wonted bright- 
ness and serenity. 

^' The high priest then, anxious to hear 
from his own lips either a denial or an ac- 
knowledgment of the charge laid against him^ 
said to him^ ^ Are these things so ?' 

^' Stephen, animated with the desire of con- 
verting his deluded adversaries, and of making 
them acknowledge him, whom they had cru- 
cified^ as their only Saviour^ Lord and 
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Master, immediately opened his mouth, and 
besought them all, as men who were dear to 
him, as brethren or fathers, to hearken to 
him. 

^^ He then explained to them several parts 
in the Jewish history which he knew tb^ 
did not thoroughly understand ; proving to 
them that they, as the peculiar servants of 
the Most High, had received a law from God 
which they had never kept, and that al- 
though they pretended to be learned persons, 
strict, wise and righteous, and teachers <^ 
other men, yet they were even at that very 
moment keeping themselves in igncnunce, 
blinding their eyes to the truth, and wilfully 
resisting the Holy Spirit of God. As their 
fathers had killed the prophets who foretidd 
the coming of Jesus Christ, so they, Stephen 
told them, even more wicked than their fa. 
thers, had murdered that just and hol;^ one 
when actually present with them, for which 
crime they must undoubtedly suffer, unless 
they should repent. 

^' Stephen, it appears, would have gone on to 
prove that Qhrist was risen again, and that 
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he W8S Still ready to pardon their sins 
and receive them to salvation, if they 
would only ask forgiveness; but they did 
not give hun time to proceed. Cut to the 
heart by the truths he had uttered, they 
gnashed upon him with their teeth, and eager- 
ly called out for the moment of his execution. 
Though iM>w hopeless of thdr conversion, 
Stephen was still undaunted, his mind being 
filled, through the influence of the Holy 
Ghost, with the most perfect meekness and 
resignation. He looked stedfastly up to hea- 
ven, and there saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus his beloved Master, standing at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high ; and find- 
ing himself farther animated by that glorious 
in^t, which was, no doubt, revealed to him 
for the wisest purposes, and becoming still 
more anxious that the whole world should 
know how true and real was that heaven 
which Christ had opened to all, he f»*oclaimed 
aloud what it was, at which they saw him gaze 
with such delight * Behold!' cried he, 
^ behold ! I see the heavens opened, and the 



28 THK DKATH OF THE 

Sod of Man standnig on the rigfat-haiid of 
Godr 

*^ Pretending to be shocked by these words, 
the Jews stopped their ears, and crying out 
with a loud voice, ran suddenly upon him with 
one accord, and dragged him away £rom the 
council. And then, because it was contrary 
to their law to put any man to death within 
the waUs of the city, they carried him out of 
Jerusalem, hurrying him furiously along, that 
they might immediately stone him. 

"Now death by stoning, I can. easily ima- 
gine to be amongst the most dreadful that 
can be conceived. It was originally decreed 
to the lowest and most hateful offences, and 
was mercifully intended to deter men from the 
practice of such crimes. But where is the 
law, however good or wise, that will not in 
time be misused byhumanpower and wicked- 
ness ; and where is the human heart in which 
the seeds of every vice may not early be disco^ 
vered ? I have often seen boys, Henry, in the 
thoughtlessness of their young hearts, throw 
stones at a poor little bird, until they have de- 
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^rived it of life. I have seen them, even whilst 
it lay convulsed before them, leap with delight 
at their own adroitness, and forgetful of the 
pain they were inflicting, rejoice as each stone 
hit the harmless creature. You will be sur- 
prised, perhaps, if I tell you that the spirit, 
which made these thoughtless boys enjoy 
killing the innocent bird, was the same, which 
probably lived in the hearts of many of the 
wicked Jews, who now surrounded Stephen. 
Some, no doubt, were actuated only by a mis- 
guided zeal for religion. Instructed on false 
principles, and grown up in the persuasion 
of mistaken notions, they thought they were 
doing God service. But, as in every multi- 
tude of this kind, others we may suppose there 
were, who joined in the execution from the 
love of cruelty, who had not been taught, 
when children, to know that it was a wretch- 
ed and a wicked spirit, which can delight in 
others' sufferings; and so they had let it 
grow with their growth, and strengthen with 
their strength, until they were now able to 
stand around their fellow-creature, even the 
mild, benevolent, kind-hearted Stephen, 
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eager to display their strength in aiming 
iigainst his body the stones, which each, with 
ferocious grasp, held ready for his dest9iic- 
tion. 

^^ This method of execution was in general 
managed with as much regularity as any 
other manner of putting criminals to death. 
The witnesses against the prisoner were air 
ways appointed by law to throw the £rei 
stone, and their doing so was the signal for 
the whole multitude to begin the assault 
Scarcely, however, in the present instance, 
could the people be restrained from the attack, 
or persuaded to wait for the usual forms. 

^^ Stephen was dragged to a spot in front of 
his cruel enemies : the perjured witnesses, that 
they might be free to take the better aim, 
hastily took off their clothes and threw them 
at the feet of a young man named Saul, whose 
office was to keep them in charge ; and hav- 
ing given the appointed signal, the multitude, 
with furious eagerness, and shouts of savage 
joy, instantly sent forth a shower of stones 
against their defenceless victim. Stunned and 
lacerated, bruised and exhausted, but not yet 
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deprived of life, he kneeled down and called 
upon his still beloved Redeemer, crying, 
^ Aiord Jesus, receive my spirit !' But his 
relentless foes pursued their savage work, and 
with cruel hearts and hands continued to hurl 
their missiles against him. Nothing could, 
however, subdue his patience: though his 
agony was great, and he again cried out with a 
loud voice, yet what was his cry ? Was it a 
prayer in his own bdiaif, or was it a supplica- 
tion against his enemies ? No : ^ Lord, lay not 
this sin to their charge,^ were the words he 
uttered; and when hehad said this he fellasleep. 
Nature could not endure more, and he sunk 
into a state of insensibility from which no tor- 
ments could awake him. Still his foes, reso- 
lute to complete their purpose, continued their 
attack ; but the stones which they now flung 
against his person occasioned no more pain ; 
the wickedness and cruelty of his enemies no 
longer inflicted sorrow. His spirit was with 
the God who gave it birth, received already 
into realms of everlasting bliss. 

^^ At length theferociousmultitude, perceiv- 
ing he was dead, grew weary of their employ^ 
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mcnt, and quitted the lifeless clay, leaving it 
to be gazed at by the populace, and after- 
wards to be devoured by dogs. But soinAif 
the diHciplcs, more attached and devoted to 
St. Stephen than the rest, resolved to brave 
every danger, and to rescue the remains of 
their beloved brother from such disgrace. 
They therefore, when the multitude had dis- 
persed, carried his body to its burial, making 
great lamentation over him. Time at length 
enabled them to bear this new afBiction as 
they ought, and taught them to rejoice that 
he was removed from a world of misery and 
trial, in which they were themselves still suf- 
fering, to one of rest and endless happiness. 
They tlien endeavoured to soothe each other^s 
sorrow, and comforted themselves with the 
hope, that ere long they all should see him 
again where death could never enter. 

" I wonder they could ever bear to think 
of him again," said Agnes ; ^^ I am surey if I 
had been in their place, and had seen him so 
barbarously killed, I never could.**' 

** You can scarcely compare your own feel- 
ings with those of the apostles, my dear 
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girl," said Mrs. C, " for they were en- 
dued with peculiar strength for their pecu- 
liai sufferings. They were, therefore, ena- 
bled to view the subject of death and separa- 
tion from their friends with the resignation 
and firmness, which those trials should ever 
inspire, but which we find it very difficult to 
put in practice; yet God endows us with 
strength sufficient to our day, when we rely 
on his assistance. He has indeed, in mercy 
to the human race, ordained that even the 
greatest sufferers, those who mourn the loss of 
all they ever loved, should find their misery 
gradually assuaged by the imperceptible ef- 
fects produced by time ; and that we should 
be made to feel that the disquietude of sorrow 
must pass away from the heart, as surely as 
the foaming of its waters disappears from the 
mountain torrent. Observe the peaceful stream 
before us. It now steals quietly along — does 
it not, my children ? looking as if no power 
had ever disturbed its course.^ 

" Yes,'' said Agnes, gazing at it in admir- 
ation ; ^^ it appears just like a huge unbroken 
mirror leaning against the face of the cliff.'' 
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^^Andyet, perhaps, Agnes, some rude shock 
of nature first made that flood burst from the 
source : it tore up the settled earth, ^d 
rooted out each blooming plant and flower 
that lay within its reach. Its deep bed, how- 
ever, was at last formed, and confined within 
the proper limits, it became a calm and useful 
river. Fresh flowers and plants, still fairer 
than the first, sprang from its source, and, 
nourished by its purifying waters, their fruits 
shall live so long as the world endures." 

" I like that, grandmama,'^ said Henry* 
kicking his feet together, as was his custom 
when any thing pleased him ; for, with all his 
impatience and thoughtlessness of character, 
he had some share of sentiment about him. 
" I don't know why I like it, but I do like 
it ; so pray go on." 

. " I like it," said Emily, her young heart 
overflowing at her eyes ; " I like it, because it 
seems to describe exactly what I have myself 
felt. When mama was taken away from us, 
my heart for the first few months felt perpe- 
tually swelling and bursting with sorrow, beat- 
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ing with the fruitless wish that she were still 
alive and with me, and I believed I never, 
never, should be able to think of her, or 
speak of her again with calmness. But now 
I wonder why I was at first so much alarmed 
and agitated, so disturbed and miserable. I 
can think of her at present with a feeling 
something like joy. It is so happy to remem- 
ber that she is happy, and so pleasant to feel 
that I can love her just as well as ever !" 

" Yes, my beloved child, the misery of our 
sorrow for your sainted mother^s loss is 
nearly worn away ; the benefit, however, re- 
mains, and will ever remain, in the calm 
desire and blessed hope of meeting her again. 
And here we are made to understand the full 
meaning of that simile, the truth and beauty 
of which cannot be surpassed : * Thou shalt 
forget thy misery,' says the Bible, that book 
which cannot lie; * thou shalt forget thy 
misery, and remember it as waters that pass 
away.' (Job xi. 16.) But let us return to our 
book." 

" O yes, grandmama! do go on with 
your account of Saint Stephen," said Henry, 

d2 
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while he kissed the tears from his sister's 
cheek. 

" We have only to add to his history,'* 
continued Mrs. C— , ** one testimony of 
regard, which his fellow Christians paid to his 
memory. You know, Henry, that your birth- 
day, or, in other words, the day of your en- 
trance into this life, is kept with joy and plea- 
sure by all who love you : now the friends of 
Saint Stephen, those early Christians who 
admired his virtues, instead of wasting time 
in mourning over his death, determined that 
they would keep themselves in mind to imi- 
tate his character, by honouring the day of 
his martyrdom as the day of his birth, or en- 
trance into a better life. On that day, there- 
fore, the 26th of December in every year, 
they agreed to assemble, and in treat their 
heavenly Father that, if they should be caUed 
on, like Saint Stephen, to suflFer death in vin- 
dication of their faith, they might be enabled, 
like him, to draw their latest breath in testi- 
fying the truth, in declaring to the surround- 
ing world that Jesus, the Saviour of man- 
kind, ever stands at the right hand of God 
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to hear the prayers of all who call upon his 
name. 

" May we, my beloved children, ^en called 
on to resign our life, whether we linger on a 
bed of down, surrounded by faithful and ten- 
der friends, or are hurried from existence by 
the hand of cruel and relentless foes, may we 
too, looking up stedfastly to our Redeemer, 
be enabled to behold his face in glory ; and, 
asking from him the forgiveness of our sins, 
and pardon for all mankind, may we patiently 
await the moment of our falling asleep, sup- 
ported by the blessed hope of awaking in the 

regions of eternal peace.'" 

« « « # # 

Whilst closing her manuscript, Mrs. C 

observed with satisfaction that a pleased 
though thoughtful expression rested on the 
countenance of each of her auditors ; and, de- 
siring no other comment on her,work,she arose, 
and proposed that they should adjourn to 
the house. The young people followed her, 
anxious to express their approbation of what 
they had heard ; but all conversation on the 
subject was for the present prevented, by 
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their meeting on the path a large party of 
labourers, and other out-door servants, who, 
with their wives and children, were invited to 
attend the family service, performed every 
Sunday evening in the great hall, from whence 
the little congregation afterwards retired to 
the steward^s room, and partook of a plentiful 
repast. 

In the course of the next week, Mrs. C 

was called on to take Mary home to her pa- 
rents, who resided in a distant part of the 

country, where the family from C Hall 

were engaged to spend some time. The 
young people therefore feared they should be 
kept for several Sundays without hearing a 
continuation of their new book; but their 
grandmother offered to carry the manuscript 
with her, and reminded them that she had 
been trained up from infancy not to let any 
needless ceremony or useless etiquette inter- 
rupt her course of life, or interfere with the 
line of conduct, which she conceived it her 
duty to pursue. The Sunday evening read- 
ing, therefore, continued, as will be seen in 
the next chapter. 



CHAPTER II. 



The leader of this little crew, 
Seems bent some mighty deed to do, 

So steadily he speeds ; 
With lips firm clos'd, and fixed eje. 
Like warrior when the fight is nigh. 

Nor talk, nor landscape heeds. 

What sudden blaze is round him pour*d 
As though all hear'n's refulgent hoard 

In one rich glory shone ? 
One moment, and to earth he falls ; 
What Toice his inmost heart appalls ? 

Voice heard by him alone ! 

Christian Year. 



It is. a great blessing to religious and well 
disposed persons when those whom they select 
for their intimate acquaintances have the same ^ 

m 
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tastes and principles as themselves, and when 
the distribution of their time and their pecu- 
liar modes of life, instead of being opposed 
and hindered by the haUts of the society in 
which they chiefly live, are encouraged and 
promoted by them. 

As streams flowing in the same direction 
unite in one common channel and acquire an 
accumulated strength, so minds of similar 
tastes and temperament, flowing naturally to- 
gether and pursuing the same course, mu- 
tually help and assist each other through 
those dangers and temptations, which might 
turn them from the straight and narrow path 
they had chosen. 

On the first Sunday evening of Mrs. C 's 

visit to her best and oldest friend, she had 
taken her two grandchildren, Emily and 
Henry, into her own apartment, for the pur- 
pose of continuing their accustomed course of 
reading. Mary, however, soon after entered 
with a petition from her mama, that the two 
parties should assemble in the same room, and 
pursue their evening occupations together. 
Besides, that, long habits of intercourse and 
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affection disposed these two friends to unite 

in most of their pursuits, Mrs. T wished 

much to hear the new work of which her 
daughter had just been telling her, and Mrs. 

C was equally anxious to have her opinion 

of a book which she designed as an offering to 
the children of her friend, no less than as a 
testimony of affection for her own. 

The proposal was, therefore, readily agreed 

to. The party adjourned to Mrs. T ^'s 

dressing-room, and, the manuscript being put 
into her hand, she commenced 



THE LIFE AND MARTYRDOM OF SAUL OF 

TARSUS. 

** On the north-east shore of the Mediter- 
ranean, stood, in former days, a beautiful 
town, called Tarsus." 

'* May I see it on this globe ?" gaid Henry. 
*^ I do not think I ever heard of that town 
before." 

" It is here,^ said Mrs. T , pointing it 
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out as Id the note,* *^ and though so little 
known to you, was once, your grandmama's 
book says, the wonder and admuration of the 
world, not only for the beauty and conveni- 
ence of its situation, and the riches of its 
commerce, but for the general wisdom, pru- 
dence, and learning of its inhabitants. Dur- 
ing the time of Roman power and splendour, 
it was particularly honoured by that people, 
chiefly because it possessed a famous academy, 
filled with the wisest men of the age, at which 
many of the youth of Rome were educated ; 
and on this account the senate granted to the 
inhabitants of Tarsus all the honours and 
privileges of free-born citizens of Rome.*" 

" What good did that do them ?^ muttered 
Henry. " I do not like these proud Romans ; 
they always appear to think so much of them- 
selves." 

*' The privilege, you will however find, 
did a great deal of good, during various parts 
of his life,, to the person whose history we 
are relating. Amongst many wise sayitigs of 
the prudent inhabitants of Tarsus, there was 
* Now called Terrasso, seated on the north of the Levuit. 
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one favourite proverb, ' that the father who 
did not teach his son a trade, taught him to 
be a thief/ And no man was accounted wise, 
who had not himself been brought up in con- 
formity to it, and who did not educate his 
children by it also, so that they might be able 
to obtain an honest livelihood, should any of 
the frequent changes and chances of life re- 
duce them to poverty."" 

" I wish I had lived in Tarsus," said Hen- 
ry, " then I should have learned to be a car- 
penter ; but go on, if you please, Mrs. T — — , 
I like the beginning of this new story very 
much ;— pray go on.'' 

" At the far-famed academy of Tarsus, 
was educated a young' man, named Saul, 
whose parents had early taught him to be a 
tent maker. He was a person of great talent 
and cleverness, and his learning and ability 
had, even whilst he was a youth, brought him 
into great repute amongst his friends, and in 
his native city. In a short time, he became 
perfectly instructed in every branch of know- 
ledge ; and had so far outstripped the best 
and wisest of his young companions in the 
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schools, that his reputation spread rapidly 
over all the surrounding country. He was 
well acquainted with both ancient and modem 
literature ; equally familiar with all authors 
of note, whether Jewish or heathen; but 
like too many young persons of the present 
day, he was proud of his learning, vain of his 
cleverness, and blinded by an idea, that the 
opinions he had formed, whatever they might 
be, were wiser and better than those adopted 
by other people." 

" How much I should have disliked him !" 
said Henry ; " yet, I suppose I ought to 
like every body I read of in the Bible."*' 

Mrs. T smiled. " He was violent in his 

temper, fiery and impetuous in whatever he 
undertook." 

"O then, I am sure I should not have 
liked him,^ said again the warm and kind- 
hearted Henry. 

" He was, besides all this, the Scriptures 
say, *a Hebrew of the Hebrews;' which 
means that he was in the fullest sense of the 
word a Jew ; being educated a Hebrew, as 
well as born of Hebrew parents. Of his birth 
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he was particularly proud, as he wa3 called 
after the first Jewish king ; and could trace 
his ancestors hack, Henry, to your little friend 
Benjamin. He therefore fancied that he ought 
to he the champion of the Jewish people ; and 
imagined he could never do enough in support 
of their ancient faith. 

"Having been, as was before said, brought 
up from his youth after the strictest customs 
of his religion, he was zealous beyond mea- 
sure for its honour; and persecuted as its 
enemies, even to death, all who bore the 
Christian name. It was he, who kept the 
clothes of the witnesses, when the cruel exe- 
cution of St. Stephen commenced ; and if he 
did not himself throw the first stone, he at 
least stood by consenting to the murder. 

" Far from being softened by the mild faith 
and patient fortitude of the martyr, the fiery 
Saul felt only incensed by his immoveable 
constancy, and not less so by that of all the 
other disciples, with whose conduct he became 
acquainted. He therefore made sad havock 
amongst them, entering into every house, 
seizing both men and women, and causing 
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them, wherever he was able, to be put to 
death. 

^' Hearing that a number of these poor, 
persecuted Christians had escaped from Je- 
rusalem, and that they were spreading: the 
new faith in Damascus, Saul, yet more en- 
raged, procured a commission from the high 
priest to pursue them, and to bring them 
back in chains to be slain. It was a tedious 
journey, in a hot climate, under a burning 
sky ; but nothing could overcome his eager- 
ness to destroy the helplessobjectsof his hatred. 

** He set out upon his merciless expedition, 
and, pursuing his way, at length drew near 
to the city of Damascus; when suddenly a 
light from heaven, exceeding even the bright- 
ness of the summers sun, shone round 
about him, and a voice — so awful, that he 
knew it to be the voice of the Almighty, spoke 
to him from the light, and said, ^ Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?' And when he 
was able to speak, he answered to the voice, 
and said, ' Who art thou, Lord.?' And the 
voice replied in words of gentle reprehension, 
' I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.' 
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^^ And Saul, struck with astonishment, fell 
to the earth ; and for the first time, his Jew- 
ish prejudices and long-cherished obstinacy 
gave way. He had hitherto refused to be- 
lieve in Christ, fancying that by confessing 
him, he should deny his own religion ; and 
feeling secure in his first opinions, he had 
never thoroughly considered the claims, which 
the religion of Jesus might have to his be- 
lief. 

"Surrounded by opportunities of the clear- 
est knowledge, he had shut his eyes to the 
light of truth, and remained obstinately blind. 
How beautiful and effectual were the means 
which his Saviour now employed to make 
him feel his error ! He caused, as we have 
already said, a miraculous light, far ex- 
ceeding the splendid radiance of the sun, to 
fall around the dark- benighted traveller, 
making it felt and seen by those who jour- 
neyed with him, though they remained unin- 
jured by its brightness. This light, the Al- 
mighty ordained should strike the persecutor 
blind, as an emblem of the darkness in which 
he had hitherto wrapt his understanding. 
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Wlien thus arrested, humbled, and dismaye 
he fell to the earth, and the Lord called to hi 
from out of heaven, the voice, in which I 
spake, being heard by his companions as w( 
as by himfself, although the full strength 
it, as was the case also with the light, strui 
only the senses of him, who was the object 
the miracle. They indeed saw the lig 
and heard the voice, but could not tell when 
either came: Saul alone was permitted 
feel the power of the one, and to understai 
the meaning of the other. To him the won 
were made intelligible ; and his heart was i 
stantly touched, and opened to a convicti< 
of the truth. 

"Trembling and astonished, the self-coi 
demned delinquent lay upon the ground, n* 
daring to look up, not knowing what to d 
or whither to go, when suddenly the fil 
falling from his understanding, he perceive 
that the great Being who had thus so powe 
fully, yet so mercifully dealt with him, wi 
alone able to instruct his ignorance, and d 
rect his path. Immediately the expressic 
of his full and perfect belief in that divii 
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power burst from his lips in those emphatic 
words, which ought to issue from the heart 
of all who seek direction in the way of life — 
* Lord^ what wilt thou have me to do f And 
his Lord answering and bade him ^ Arise, and 
go into the city ; and that it should there be 
told him, what he must do.** 

*^ Nor shall we, if we turn to God in the 
same spirit, and seek for His guidance with 
equal faith, be left without our answer. To 
each of us, if prostrate at our Saviour's feet. 
He would also kindly reply, ^ Arise, rely 
upon my help, and proceed fearlessly in the 
straight and forward path in the which I 
have called you to walk; but sensible of 
your own blindness, search diligently in my 
word for direction and instruction, and wait 
iu full assurance, that it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.^ 

" I fear,^ said Mrs. T., for a moment lay- 
ing down the manuscript, ^^ I fear that such 
an answer would not touch our hearts, as 
quickly as it did that of the haughty Saul. 
With the docility of an infant, and the sub- 
dued and humbled spirit of a sincere penitent, 
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be arose from the earth to obey his Lord^s 
command. He opened bis eyes and tried to 
look abroad, but his sight was gone: he 
could not see which way to turn, and his 
companions were obliged to lead him, a 
helpless wanderer, into that city, to which he 
had been going for the purpose of depriving 
his fellow-creatures of the light of life. 

^^ He was soon lodged in the house of a 
friend, where he remained three days in 
darkness, and without food, his mind wholly 
occupied by the desire of knowing what he 
ought to do . Then again his blessed Saviour 
conferred with him by a miraculous revela- 
tion, making known to him all that the other 
apostles had previously been taught during 
their intercourse with Himself on earth ; and 
thus he was enabled to go like them and 
preach the gospel to all mankind.**^ 

" Saul had disbelieved St. Stephen's asser- 
tion, that he saw Jesus standingin theheavens,^ 
said Mary; ^^but now thathe had himself seen 
our Saviour standing there, he must have un- 
derstood that the martyr had only spoken 
truth." 
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^* Yes, Mary ; when he had seen the same 
glorious apparition, he probably thought of 
St. Stephen with sorrow and contrition ; for 
his whole heart, it appears, was turned from 
its former hardness and unbelief. He con- 
tinued to pray fervently for direction ; and 
as he prayed in penitence and faith, the same 
kind Saviour, who, as I have just observed, 
will hear your petitions and mine, when we 
supjdicate with equal self-abasement, heard 
this contrite sinner, and mercifully interceded 
i^ith the Father to grant him the request of 
his heart. 

^^ In the town of Damascus there lived a 
man named Ananias, one of those poor perse- 
cuted disciples, whom Saul had come to bind 
and kill. This person was at that very 
moment in apprehension of the arrival of the 
persecutor, having heard that he was coming 
to Damascus for the express purpose of de^ 
stroying all the Christians who were there. 
To him, however, our Saviour made known 
the present situation of their enemy, announ- 
cing that he had appointed Saul to be hence- 
forward one of the most useful ministers in 
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the service of the church. Now Ananias was 
a sincere follower of Christ, and we know 
that no jealous feeling, or bitter recollection 
of past injuries, can rankle in the Christian 
heart. He therefore forgot all Saul's cruel- 
ty, came straightway into his presence, and 
putting his arms about him, called him his bro- 
ther, and told him that their common Master, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, had sent him to be his 
comforter, and to say that now, since he was 
sincerely penitent, the blindness with which 
he had been afflicted was removed both from 
his sight and from his understanding : and 
immediately Saul received sight, and arose, 
and had himself baptized. 

" After this he remained in Damascus for a 
time, preaching in the synagogues ; proving 
that this Jesus, whom he had formerly denied, 
was indeed the very Christ, the Messias who 
was expected to come, and who should change 
the laws of Moses, and one day rule over the 
whole world with the spirit of peace, and 
righteousness and love. 

" His brethren at Damascus were amazed 
and confounded to find that he, a Jew, the 
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very man who had come there to deny Christ, 
and to destroy his followers, was himself anx- 
iously teaching and preaching the doctrines of 
Christianity ; but they let him alone, proba- 
bly believing that he only feigned this new 
character, that it was but a trick devised to 
entrap the Christians, or that, at the worst, it 
was only some fit of enthusiasm, which would 
wear away. 

" Their forbearance, though but for the pre- 
sent, was favourable to Saul. !Not being per* 
mitted by his heavenly Father to return into 
Jerusalem, lest it might afterwards be said, 
that he had conferred with the apostles, or 
learned from them that gospel which had been 
delivered to him from above by means so 
miraculous, he went into Arabia, and there 
taught, as he had received of the Lord, 
converting numbers to the faith. 

" After three years, he again returned to 
Damascus ; and, pitying the blindness of his 
brethren, who were still in ignorance and 
hard-hearted unbelief, he tried to enlighten 
their understanding, and to instruct them in 
the truth." 
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** How angry they must all have been to 
find their most zealous and able champion 
still against them ! I wonder what they did 
when thoroughly assured of the fact,'' said 
Agnes. 

^^ They immediately took counsel toge- 
ther how they might put him to death. They 
watched day and night, lying in wait and 
lurking about the gates and comers of the 
city to seize him, rejoicing in their belief 
that he could not escape from their hands; 
but their lying in wait was known to the dis- 
ciples, and they resolved, if God permitted, 
that they would save him, or die in the at* 
tempt." 

^^ I wonder, grandmama, that God did not 
take him away by some great miracle." 

*^ It is true, my child, that Gx)d could have 
led him out of Damascus by a miracle equal 
to that, which he employed in bringing him 
into that place ; but our heavenly Father in 
wisdom avoids the use of supernatural power, 
whenever simple and natural means are 
sufficient. He therefore rather chose to let 
the disciples show their forgiving spirit to- 
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wards one who bad dealt so hardly with them 
b,pen„i.d„gd,e„.„be»».U..to*„„»« 

of his deliverance: they too could watch 
and lie in wait, and show their zeal and cou- 
rage in a worthy cause. So they guarded 
Saul by night and day, and at last contrived 
to get him secretly into one of their houses ; 
and while the Jews were lurking about and 
looking for him in the streets, they put him 
into a basket, to which they had fastened 
strong ropes, and slung him down through a 
window from the back of the house to the 
ground, and thus he escaped from his perse- 
cutors. Then some of the disciples met him 
outside the town, and accompanied him dn his 
journey to Jerusalem. His enemies were still 
tormenting themselves, watching and waiting 
to catch him, whilst he was quietly travelling 
towards the holy city, where he soon arrived 
in perfect safety. Here he wi^ed to make 
himself known to the apostles, whom he had 
formerly persecuted, and to tell them, how 
sorry he now was for aU the wrongs he had 
done to them and to their brethren. He long- 
ed to solicit their forgiveness, and to show 
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them that he was now become a fellow-chris- 
tian and fellow-sufferer with themselves.'" 

^' I suppose the apostles at Jerusalem had 
long since heard of his conversion," said 
Emily. 

^^ The intercourse between that place and 
Damascus was not great ; the means of com- 
munication in those times very tedious ; and 
if some slight rumour of the circumstance 
did reach the city, it is probable it was not 
believed, since the apostles had not received 
any information from Saul upon the sub- 
ject." 

" It seems extraordinary," said Mary, 
" that Saul should not immediately have 
written to tell them what had happened to 
him." 

" It does; but you will find from your 
Bible, that the revelation he had received 
from on high, forbade for a time his having 
any intercourse with the disciples in that 
place." 

" And why was their intercourse forbidden, 
mama ?^' 

" The study of the book I have just men- 



OF SAUL OF TARSUS. 57 

tioned, my dear girl, would discover to you 
the reason. The Almighty willed, our ma- 
nuscript goes on to say, that he should have 
no communication with the apostles, until be 
had first planted a Christian church at a dis« 
tance from them, and without their counsel 
or assistance. He was therefore sent to quite 
a difiPerent part of the world, and there 
made to teach what had been immediately 
and miraculously revealed to him by Jesus 
Christ from heaven. The apostles, mean 
time, without any knowledge of what he was 
about, taught in those countries where they 
were appointed to labour, all that had been 
revealed to them by their blessed Master, 
while he was with them on earth. Then af- 
terwards, when the followers of these separate 
teachers met, and when the churches of each 
were compared, it was found that they had all 
been instructed in the same doctrines and the 
same faith, without even a shade of variation.'* 
"01" said Mary, " what a clear proof 
that seems to me of the truth of our religion 1 
I wonder it never struck me before, while I 
was reading the Bible/' 
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" Probably because you never read it with 
sufficient attention to make the discovery. It 
is the fault of youth, and often too of age, 
to read the sacred volume with inattention, 
by which means we lose much pleasure as well 
as much profit.*" 

^^ I have heard you say, mama, that faults 
always bring their own punishment, and this 
is one proof that you are right." 

" They always do, my love. Besides the 
punishment due to them hereafter, ithasbeeti 
wisely ordered that they should also be at- 
tended with some evil consequence in this 
life. Even Saul experienced the truth of 
this assertion, when, on coming to Jerusa^ 
lem, he found himself universally shunned by 
the persons, whose friendship he was now most 
anxious to obtain. Though he addressed him- 
self to the Christians as their friend and bro- 
ther, no one could rely on him. They had 
known his former temper and principles, but 
they knew nothing of his present feelings and 
persuasion, and were therefore afraid to ad- 
mit him into their society, thinking it very 
likely that he might be one of those wolves 
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in sheep^s clothing against whom their blessed 
Lord had so often warned them. At length 
Barnabas, being convinced of his sincerity, 
brought him to Peter, who received him 
kindly, and they led him to James, then 
Bishop of Jerusalem, who also welcomed him, 
and listened with attention to his account of 
the manner in which he had been converted. 
Having heard his statement, they all felt in- 
creased gratitude to their heavenly Father, 
who had thus so wonderfully changed their 
bitterest enemy into their most useful and 
zealous friend. 

'^ Saul was able to stay at Jerusalem only 
fifteen days, for God warned him in a vision 
that the Jews were again at work to entrap 
him, and that as his brethren in that place 
had other teachers, and would not from pre- 
judice and ill-will attend to his instructions, 
it was better he should go again and preach 
amongst the Gentiles, who had no unfavour- 
able prepossessions against him, and to whom 
he could, therefore, be of more use. He ac- 
cordingly set out, accompanied by some of 
the brethren, and coming to Caesarea, from 
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thence took his way back to his native city, 
from which he had been so long absent, and 
where he was now able to instruct those, who 
had formerly instructed him. After a short 
stay in that place, he went with Barnabas to 
Antioch, where he remained an entire year, 
(a long season of rest for him,) propagating 
the faith with such success, that he was able 
to establish a church there also. It was 
here, and at this time, that the followers of 
Jesus Christ were first called Christians ; but 
it is not clearly known, whether they assumed 
that name themselves, or whether it was given 
them as a term of reproach by their enemies. 
Be that as it may, it is now a title of honour 
and distinction, in which all who hold it 
must glory; a name which is to prosper 
and increase, until it shall spread through 
every land, and cover all the regions of the 
earth. 

" It would be tedious to tell you the many 
countries into which Saul travelled, north, 
south, east, and west, for the purpose of 
spreading the gospel. But when you are all 
older, it will amuse you much to trace his 
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various wanderings, and to observe the 
strange ignorance, fickleness, and folly, that 
reigned in the diflRerent places where he 
taught. In some, they would listen to him 
to-day and laugh at him to-morrow; in others, 
unmoved by all his preaching, and heedless 
of all his miracles, they beat, stoned, scourged, 
and persecuted him at one time, and imme- 
diately after fell down before him, cflTered' 
him sacrifice, and attempted to worship him 
as a god.^ 

" What fools they must have been !'' cried 
Henry ; " I suppose Saul did not found any 
churches amongst them.^ 

*^ You mistake, Henry ; though many 
people rejected both him and his gospel, yet 
he was enabled to make some converts. He 
succeeded, indeed, in establishing churches 
even in places the least favourable to his de- 
sign. It is surprising, indeed, that he did not 
grow weary of his labours ; for through them 
all, the malice of the Jews pursued him with 
unrelenting hatred. They defamed him every 
where, and still more strongly testified their 
dislike, as he more clearly displayed his cha- 
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rity, and showed the sincerity at his wishes 
for their conversion. In one place they stoned 
him, not quitting their attack until they sup- 
posed him dead ; and in many others he was 
scourged a second time with the greatest bar- 
barity, and was constantly drivoi with vio- 
lence and ignominy from those cities, where, 
as a Roman, the people dared not to touch 
his person or endanger his life. But when 
they persecuted him in one place, he only 
fled to another, trying with more anxious 
zeal to spread the mild and peaceful doctrines 
of the Christian faith. In the course of these 
exertions, he proved by signs, and wonders, 
and mighty deeds, an account of which you 
can read in the Bible much better than I can 
tell it here, that he had indeed been gifted 
with power from on high, and that the gospel 
which he preached was that, which he had 
received from the Lord.'" 

" Was he able to work miracles ?" asked 
Henry. 

" Yes, my dear ; God thought proper to 
bestow on Saul the power of working mira- 
cles, that he might at once be able to con- 
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vince his hearers of his right to teach, and of 
the truth of what he taught.*" 

*' It was, I suppose, for the same reason 
that he gave the other apostles equal power,^ 
said Agnes ; ^* and I am only surprised, that 
he does not continue it to his ministers at the 
present day." 

** No, my love : now that the religion of 
his son Jesus is sufficiently established to be 
sure of increasing by ordinary means," said 
Mrs. C, ^^ God sees it no longer needful to 
give this power to any of his creatures ; but 
in the first days of the church, when such 
proof of its divine origin was absolutely re- 
quisite, it was not withheld. Besides endow- 
ing the apostles with a capacity to work mi- 
racles by their own hands, God also fre- 
quently performed great wonders in their be- 
half by his own arm, or what is called his im- 
mediate agency." 

" How do you mean, grandmama ? I 
do not understand that," said Henry, who 
was beginning to get a little inattentive. 

" You probably may understand it better 
when you have heard an instance now to be 
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related of God's having displayed bis power 
and goodness towards Saul in the manner, to 
which I have just alluded. You may, how- 
ever, find the same stonr much better told, in 
the Acts <^ the Apostles, xiri. 26. In the 
mean time, let me ask if vou have ever heard 
of a place called Philippi ?^ 

^* O yes ; and I do so wonder if Bucephalus 
had a long, cocked tail, wavering about like 
my pony's !"" 

The reader, if not well skilled in such 
wanderings of an eight-years-old imagina- 
tion, will probably be at no loss to follow 
the train of ideas, by which this strange an* 
swer was suggested. It appeared that Henry, 
while listening to the manuscript, had been 
busily engaged in taking a likeness (a most 
striking one in his eyes) of MidgCj his little 
pony, and Mrs. C. thought it best to let him 
put the last touch to the cocking of its tail, 
before she again asked him to carry back his 
ideas to Philippi. Seeing the paper at length 
held up at proper distance, and laid down 
again with an air of satisfaction, she ventured 
to repeat her question. 
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" You have not then forgotten that there 
is such a place as Philippi, Henry ?^ 

'^ No, grandmama ; I remember learning 
in my geography that it is a chief town of 
Macedon. I recollect it because it was called 
after Philip of Macedon ; and I remember 
him because he was the father of Alex- 
ander."" 

" And why has Alexander made you re- 
member them both so well ?" 

" O, because you know he is my friend and 
favourite of all heroes : but the first thing 
that ever made me like him was his being so 
clever about taming and managing Buce- 
phalus." 

" Bucephalus has, indeed, been a capti- 
tivating steed to you, and, I believe, many 
other boys before you, as well as to Alex- 
ander the Great. He has, at all events, 
proved an excellent remembrancer at pre- 
sent. And as he brought you so cleverly 
to Philippi, I hope you will not let him 
run away with you from that place until 
we shall be ready to travel together into some 
other.'' 
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Heniy, now «tisfifd with bis work, turned 
the paper dovnward oo the table^ and pre- 
pared to listen with moie attentioD, whilst 
Mrs. T. began a new chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

** OuE history must now accompany the apos* 
tie to Philippi. He went thither, not as he 
was once, an angry avenger, borne perhaps 
on a fiery steed with much parade of strength 
and power, in all the glitter of arms and 
military display, to strike terror into the 
minds of the timid, but he appeared as a 
meek and humble teacher, clad only in the 
armour of righteousness, and bent on no 
other warfare than that against sin and Satan, 
He went to make known the gospel of peace, 
and to convert sinners to salvation, and his 
endeavours were attended with even more 
than his usual success. 

" His first proselyte, in this place, was 
Lydia of Thyatira, a person who, from hear- 
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ing him preach, had grown desirous of be- 
coming a Christian. In a short time both 
she and her whole family were baptized ; and 
she never afterwards allowed her instructor 
to quit her house, while he remained at Phi- 
lippi. 

*' A little way out of this town, close by 
the river's bank, there was a proseucha, or 
open place for prayer ; and hither Saul fre- 
quently led this good and happy family, for 
the exercise of their religious duties. Now, 
it happened that on their way there, they 
were often followed by a girl, who pretended 
to great wisdom, and who made the people 
of Philippi believe, that she could foretel any 
future event. She was servant-maid to an 
inhabitant of the city, who called her a Py- 
thoness ; and she brought her master great 
gains by the strange and seemingly wise 
things she said. 

" You remember, Henry, no doubt, 
the copper-coloured gipsy, who used to 
frighten you so much, when we were in Eng. 
land."" 

Henry. — ^* O yes, grandmama, quite well.^ 
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Gfandmama. — " Well, just as she got 
money for telling the poor people of that 
country their fortunes, we may imagine this 
girl at Philippi did.'' 

Henry, — " Yes, yes, just in that manner, 
I dare say. Emily, let us always call that 
nasty, wicked-looking gipsy, the Pythoness 
of Westonbirt.'' 

" The Pythoness at Philippi, however,'' 
resumed Mrs. T., ^^ was much more success- 
ful, and more cunning than your poor ragged 
friend in England. 

^^ Knowing that she should probably be 
driven away, or compelled to keep silence, if 
she said or did any thing strikingly improper 
towards a set of people, who were quietly 
assembling to perform the duty of prayer, 
this wicked girl endeavoured to disturb them 
by repeatedly cr)ring out aloud, that they were 
the servants of the true God, who had come 
to show the way of salvation to the world. 

'^ Saul, aware that she was moved to say 
this by the spirit of malice and wickedness, 
and not by the spirit of truth, ordered her to 
cease speaking, and commanded the evil sjnrit 
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to depart fium her, when Ae instantly be- 
came dumby «Did oould no kxig^ P^y ^^ 
part, or pretend to prophecy, as Ae had for- 
merly done. Her master, findfaig himself thus 
deprired of sodi a gainful trade, fell into 
great wrath, and immediately resolved to 
have revenge. He accordingly, with many 
of his companions, laid hold of Saul and 
dragged him, as well as Silas, before the coun- 
cil-seat, tellipg the governors, that they were 
wicked and troublesome Jews, who were 
changing the customs and breaking the laws 
of the Roman empire. 

*' Both magistrates and people were ready 
enough to take up the cause i so the former 
quickly gave sentence against the two apos- 
tles, and the people joyfully prepared to put 
it in force. 

" They were both stripped, tied, and bar- 
barously scourged; after which, they were 
thrown into prison to be brought out next 
day for execution ; and the keeper of the 
prison was ordered to watch them with all 
possible care and strictness, lest any attempt 
should be made by their friends to set them 
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free. The jailor, to make sure of his charge, 
thrust them into an inner dungeon, and made 
their feet fast in the stocks. 

" Secure that no possibility of escape 
remained, he withdrew to his repose in a 
place apart, leaving them in certain expec- 
tation of the fate which awaited them next 
day.'' 

" O how terrified they must have been !" 
said Emily ; " I wonder how they passed the 
night." 

" I wonder how you or I should have 
passed it," said Mary. 

" In great misery and terror, I am certain.'' 

" That question," said Mrs. C, ** no per- 
-son here can answer. We probably all think, 
that we should been overwhelmed with terror, 
that we should have mourned and lamented 
the whole night long ; but in such situations 
there is always One at hand who can uphold 
the weakest : He would have been assuredly 
near. Yes, my children. He would have been 
near even to us, unworthy as we are, and He 
might have turned our mourning into joy. 
But although we cannot be certain of our own 
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conduct,*" said Mrs. T-— ?-, ** of this we are 
well informed, that Saul and Silas felt neither 
sorrow nor terror. They waited for the 
coming mom as for the dawning of a happy 
day, which they knew would either set them 
free, or light them into life eternal. They 
prayed to their heavenly Father in their Sa- 
viour's name; He heard their petition, and 
all the bitterness of death was made to pass 
from their minds. At midnight their fellow^ 
prisoners, instead of groans and lamentations, 
heard them singing sweet hjmms of praise 
and thanksgiving to God.' 

" O how good, and how courageous they 
must have been I" cried Henry. 

^'' In the midst of those sweet tones, how- 
ever, the ears of the prisoners were assailed 
by other sounds, less strange indeed, than 
these, but much more awful and appalling; 
the soft songs of praise to which they had 
been listenings were quickly silenced; loud 
peals of thunder, and dreadful hissings, as 
of a tempest, broke in upon the stillness of the 
night, and lightnings flashed around the cells. 

'* Suddenly the ground rocked beneath 
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them, and a fearful earthquake shook the 
foundations of the prison. 

" The doors flew open ! the chains fell 
from the prisoners^ feet, and all stood free ! 

** The jailor was the last person awakened 
by the noise; and when he saw the door 
standing wide open, he started from his couch 
in terror, supposing the apostles and all the 
other prisoners had fled. In case they were 
gone, he was aware that his own life would be 
taken in a pubUc and disgraceful manner ; 
and not knowing that there was any crime in 
the act, he drew his sword, and would have 
killed himself on the spot ; but Saul called 
out aloud, beseeching him to stop, declaring 
they were all still safe in the prison, and that 
neither he nor his companion had any inten- 
tion of escaping. Then calling for a light, the 
jailor sprang in and fell down before them» 
expressing both his sorrow for the treatment 
they had received, and his belief in the mira- 
cle, which he perceived had been just wrought 
in their behalf. He brought them out from 
the inner dungeon, and with much anxiety 
asked them to explain the doctrines of their 
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faith. He heard, and was convinced. Un^ 
able to resist the force and loveliness of all 
they taug}it, his heart turned to the living 
God, and he cried out with fervor, ' Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved ?"* 

Here Mrs. T. laid down the M.S., being 
called away for a few moments ; and the old 
lady drawing Henry to her side, said to 
him, " You too Henry will, I trust, one day 
make the same inquiry, which fell from the 
lips of the good jailor at Philippi. May you, 
my beloved child, make it with equal sin- 
cerity and humility of heart ^ 

^' But the jailor was not a Christian, 
grandmama; people who are bom Christians, 
I suppose, need not ask that question." 

" Were you born a Christian, Henry ?^ 

" Yes, surely,'' said he laughing ; " you 
know I was, grandmama.'' 

" How do I know it, my child ?" 

" O ! you know I was bom — ^bom — ^thut 
is, I was bora— 

" I know certainly, that you were born," 
said Mrs. C, smiling in her turn; " nay, I 
know still further, that you were bom in 
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a Christian land — but what you mean by 
being bom a Christian, is more, Henry, than 
I understand.^ 

" O ! indeed, grandmama, I think you 
know quite well what I mean." 

'* Then try, my child, if you can yourself 
explain your meaning.'' 

^^ Why, papa is a Christian, and you are a 
Christian, and all my friends are Christians." 

" And does that make you a Christian ?^^ 

** I believe so." 

" Try again, my child ; with a little re- 
flection, you will be able to explain yourself 
better, and perhaps to answer also the jailor^s 
question ! Tell me, then, what must you do 
to be saved ?^ 

A long silence ensued. 

^^ I cannot answer the question now, grand- 
mama ; but when I am old, I am sure I shall 
be able to answer it." 

" Merely growing old, will never make you 
able to give it a reply, Henry; but I will 
hope, before that time arrives, that by the 
blessing of Him, who is the only sufficient 



76 LIFK AND MASTTSDOM 

teacher, you may be instructed how to an- 
swer it. 

^^ The tongue which now speaks to you, 
will, most probably, be then no longer able 
to repeat the question : the aching limbs, 
whose pains you now so often try to alle- 
viate, will by that time lie at rest ; and the 
heart, which at present beats with so much 
interest both for your temporal and eternal 
happiness, will then be stilL Yes, Henry, 
provided it shall have continued stedfast and 
faithful according to the answer to the jailor's 
demand, it may then be at peace for ever in 
the mansions of eternal rest ! Will you then, 
my beloved boy — will you for the sake of one, 
who has so tenderly loved you, and whom 
you have so tenderly loved in return — will 
you promise to ask your own hesut, when 
grown to manhood, if you can give a reply to 
the simple question P (And may divine grace, 
my child, enable you to recal, and effectually 
to fulfil the engagement,) ^ Lord, what must 
I do to be saved ?' " 

The volatile, but deeply feeUng and affec- 
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donate boy replied, by turning towards her 
his eyes filled with tears, and tenderly kissing 
her pallid cheek. 

^' I will not repeat the apostle^s answer here, 
because I wish you to seek it for yourself at 
the fountain head ; and if you receive it into 
an huipble and good heart,*not only will it be 
the means of saying your own soul, but it 
will induce you to train up your children 
and dependents, safe from the wickedness of 
the world, and make you an instrument of 
salvation to them and to your whole house.'' 

" I will go to the Bible and look for the 
answer, the moment we have done reading, if 
you do not forbid me,'* said Henry. 

His grandmama made no objection ; and 

Mrs. T just then entering, continued her 

narrative : *• On hearing SauFs answer, the 
jailor resolved unhesitatingly to embrace the 
Christian faith. He instantly set about dress- 
ing the wounds, which had been inflicted on 
the two disciples the day before, took them 
into that part of the prison, which was called 
bis own house, and sent such a message to 
the town magistrates, as induced them to order 
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that the two Christians should be allowed to 
escape." 

" I suppose,^ said Henry, >* they got away 
as fast as ever they could, for fear the magis- 
trates should change their minds.^ 

^* Not so, Henry ; Saul, who knew that it 
was contrary to the laws of every nation, but 
more especially to those of the Romans, to 
beat or imprison any one without just cause, 
determined to remain, until his own and his 
friend's innocence should be acknowledged. 
He knew that as the scourging and confine-* 
ment inflicted on them had probably brought 
the Christian name into disgrace, so their 
public acquittal would bring it again to ho* 
nour, and might help still further to spread 
the knowledge of the faith. He therefore 
refused to depart in secret. ' They have 
beaten us openly, and cast us into prison un- 
condemned, although we are Romans,^ said 
he to the sergeants, who had been sent to him 
by the magistrates : * and would they now 
thrust us out privately ? No ! let them pub- 
licly declare our innocence, and come them- 
selves to bring iis out.** 
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^^ The magistrates, on hearing they were 
Romans, were thrown into great alarm, and 
immediately went to the prison to set them at 
liberty, beseeching them to overlook the treat- 
ment they had received, and to quit the city 
without making any complaint. 

^^ With this request, Saul charitably com- 
pUed, only waiting so long as was necessary, 
to show himself once more to the kind-hearted 
Lydia, and his other friends at Philippi, to 
comfort and encourage them, before he set 
forward on a mission to other towns. 

^^ In these, he met with treatment as various 
as that he had before received, being some- 
times befriended, and sometimes bufiPeted, 
in some places revered, and in others reviled, 
according to the character of the people 
amongst whom he chanced to mingle: but 
nothing turned him aside from his duty. 

^' Amongst other places, he came to Berea, 
where, after he had been for some time 
preaching with great success, making many 
converts, his enemies from a distant quarter 
came and stirred up the people against him, 
insomuch that the disciples were obliged to 
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force faiiii awaj from the town, in cnider to 
preserve his life. Whilst some isi his firieiids 
feigned to send him off by sea, others got him 
privately out oi the place, Silas and Timo. 
theus remaining behind to bear the anger of 
the people, and to prevent the discovery of 
his flight His conductors, who would not 
quit him until they had brought him in safety 
to Athens, received there his warmest thanks, 
and also an urgent entreaty to return with 
speed unto Berea, far the purpose of assisting 
his two beloved companions in escaping 
thence, and coming after him to his present 
abode* 

" Whilst waiting in much anxiety for their 
arrival, he occupied himself by going about 
the city,-^then one of the most renowned in the 
whole world for its antiquity, as well as for its 
arts, sciences, and every other species of hu- 
man knowledge, — remarking whatever might 
be useful to his purpose in the manners, cus- 
toms, and practices of its inhabitants. 

In passing by one of the most public and 
beautiful squares of the town, he was shocked 
and astonished to see a number of persons 
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worshipping before an altar, on which was 
written this inscription : * To the unknown 
God: 

** He had indeed known before, that the 
people were idolaters, worshipping a host of 
creatures of their own fanciful creation ; but 
he had now to learn, that, not satisfied with 
the multitude of their idols, and afraid lest 
any god should have been omitted, who, on 
account of such neglect, might bring a plague 
upon their city, the superstitious Athe- 
nians had also erected this altar to the un- 
known and dreaded being, whom they daily 
implored with an anxiety and fervor, which 
might put to blush the lukewarm professors 
of our better faith. 

" Inspired with pity for their ignorance, 
and believing that they really wished to be 
xeligious, if they knew but how, Saul ad- 
dressed those, who were kneeling at the 
altar, and spake to them with such gentle 
and persuasive eloquence, that he speedily 
won their attention. He therefore continued 
there for some time, frequently reasoning in 
the synagogue with the Jews and devout per- 

G 



8S LIFE AND MAETYRDOM 

sons, and daily in the market with them that 
met him, until at last certain philosophers, 
who, instead of worshipping a variety of gods, 
doubted the existence of even one, sought him 
out, and desired to know what this new doc^- 
trine, whereof he spake, might be. 

^^ There was at Athens a hill called Areo^ 
pagus^ and on it was erected a public build- 
ing, or court of justice, known by the same 
name, where all questions of high importance 
wer^ debated, particularly matters belonging 
to religion. To this place, therefore, they 
brought Saul, as an asserter of doctrines, which 
had never before been heard of, sapng, that 
he seemed to be a setter fotth of strange gods, 
because he preached Jesus, and the resurrecr 
tion. 

^^ What a spacious field was now laid open 
for sowing the good seed ! Here, before an 
immense assembly, eager to hear him-— for 
the Athenians and strangers who were there, 
spent their time, say the scriptures, in no^ 
thing else but in hearing or telling some 
new thing — ^before people of every different 
rank, sect, and opinion, citizens, strangers. 
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philos6phers, was our apostle publicly called 
on to explain this new, and, to them, extra- 
ordinary faith. 

^^ Saul could not but rejoice at the glorious 
opportunity, which was thus afforded him for 
the manifestation of the truth. He arose, 
therefore, and stood forth in the midst of the 
Areopagus, and, with admirable skill adapt- 
ing his discourse to meet and obviate some 
error or prejudice in each partj^ present, he 
at once frankly commenced his explanation, 
by referring to their superstitious worship of 
an unknown God ; declaring to them at the 
same time, that He whom they thus igno* 
ratntly worshipped, the only God with whom 
they seemed really unacquainted, was He 
who made the world and all things therein ; 
' in whom they all lived, and moved, and 
had their being,^ and through whom they 
might yet be raised from death to life eter- 
nal. For a particular account of his dis- 
course, I refer you to the short, but com* 
prehensive sketch given of it in the 17th 
chapter of the Acts, with which you are all, 
no doubt^ already well acquainted 
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He was listened to with profound atten- 
tion; but on hearing of the resurrection, 
some mocked, and others went away unde- 
cided, saying that they would hear him again 
upon the subject ; but many clave unto him, 
and believed ; amongst whom were DicHiy- 
sius, one of the cleverest and most learned 
senators of the court, and a female of rank, 
named Damaris. Now both these persons 
were great favourites with the emperor, whose 
name was Nero, and who was one of the most 
wicked and cruel sovereigns, that ever ap- 
peared in the world. He either had made, 
or wished to make Damaris his wife, although 
he had many other wives besides; and he 
was greatly enraged, when he found she was 
become a Christian, and had learned, that 
the followers of Christ were bound to marry 
but one person, to whom they were required 
to be kind and faithful. 

'' Nero, supposing that Damaris would im- 
mediately forget the new opinions she had 
formed, if her instructor were removed, 
caused Saul to be driven from Athens. But 
nothing could change her resolution ; she re- 
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mained stedfast in the faith : and the emperor 
never forgave the man, whom he considered 
his enemy on the occasion, but persecuted 
him with unrelenting hatred, even to the 
last moment of his existence.'' 

" I wonder he did not immediately put 
him to death,'' said Henry. 

" He could not do that, my love, one mo- 
ment before the appointed time. Cruel and 
powerful as he was, he could exercise no 
power at all over Saul, until it were given him 
from on high ; and for this the hour was not 
yet arrived. 

" In spite of all the difficulties, opposition 
and persecution, by which the apostle was 
surrounded, his life was always preserved, 
and he still went on teaching the way of sal- 
vation to mankind, reasoning and proving 
that Jesus was the true Messiah, and that 
men should every where repent, and turn to 
him for pardon and salvation. The Jews, 
finding that they were not able to destroy or 
silence him, or even to overcome him in argu- 
ment, had now, on all occasions, recourse to 
noise and clamour mingled with blasphemy, 
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in order to prevent his being heard. He 
therefore, at different times, thought it ex- 
pedient to remain quiet for a long season, ra- 
ther than exasperate his enemies ; for it was 
his anxious wish to win all persons over to 
faith in Christ by kindness and the force of 
truth, rather than by disputes and violence. 

" In such seasons, he did not, however, re- 
main idle, but was constantly employed, with 
the assistance of God'*s Holy Spirit, in wri- 
ting those admonitions and directions to the 
churches he had planted, which are found in 
our Bible under the title of St. PauPs Epis- 
tles.*" 

Henry. " St Paul, grandmama ! Is he 
the same as Saul ? ^ 

Mrs. T. ** Yes, my dear. Upon becoming 
a Christian, it appears that he changed his 
name to Paul ; but by either of these names 
he was equally well known both to the Jews 
and Christians. His fame, indeed, spread 
far and near ; yet, the more his virtue and 
wisdom became the subject of public remark 
and observation, the more was he persecuted 
by his wicked and envious brethren. But 
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in proportion to his necessities, was the assist- 
ance given to him by God: the Almighty 
was pleased to confirm the truth of every 
thing he taught, by giving him great 
power to work wonders, enabling him to heal 
diseases, even by a touch, and to do many 
other miraculous things, the sight of which 
at length convinced the people, that he had 
indeed help from on high.'' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

" After a long course of labours in different 
places, the apostle came at last to Ephesus, 
and remained there, teaching both in public 
and private, until he had gained such a pro- 
digious number of followers, that even his 
enemies began to think it was vain to oppose 
him any longer. Suddenly, however, an ac- 
cident happened — ^" 

" O ! " said Henry, nestling himself, 
as was his favourite manner, close to the 
reader's elbow, after having been for some 
minutes fidgetting about with an air that 
told he was beginning to get tired — " I am 
so glad you are coming to an accident ; I al- 
ways like accidents, and sentences too, that 
begin with ' Suddenly however.^'* 
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" I fear, Henry,"said Mrs. T , *' we must 

wait a little longer for our account of this 
adventure, and return at present to the draw- 
ing-room before we proceed further, as we 
have already outstayed our usual time here.^ 

Henry entreated for a few minutes' delay ; 
but the footman just then appearing to an- 
nounce that tea was ready, he could not be 
indulged. He was compelled, therefore, to 
exercise his patience, until the repast was 

ended; when Mrs. T . at the request of her 

husband, as well as of her little friend, re- 
sumed the narrative at his favourite sentence: 
" Suddenly an accident happened, which 
threw Saul into great difficulty and danger* 
Ephesus was renowned above all the cities of 
the East for a very famous temple, one of 
the stateliest and most splendid, perhaps, in 
the whole world. In this temple was to be 
found all that was rich, and costly, and beau- 
tiful; but the most esteemed of its posses^ 
sions was a very magnificent statue, repre- 
senting a lovely female, from which the build- 
ing took its name. This image the priests 
had caused to be made by the most skilful 
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artists; and when finished, they killed or 
banished to a great distance all who had been 
in any way employed about the work. Then, 
when it was supposed that the cheat could 
not be discovered, they shut up the figure 
within the temple, and pretending to be greatly 
astonished at finding it there, persuaded the 
people it had dropped to them down from 
heaven. This statue they called the great god- 
dess Diana, and said that it must be worshipped 
with religious honour. The poor and igno- 
rant of every land readily believe whatever 
their priests tell them ; the Epbesians, there- 
fore, immediately fell down before the statue, 
lifting up their hands to it in prayer; and 
in a short time, the fame both of its power 
and beauty spread around the country far 
and wide. People flocked from all quartos, 
not only to see but to adore it ; and it at 
length became a favourite object of worship 
even in distant regions. 

^^ The priests then wishing to turn it still 
more to their profit, resolved to shut it up, 
and would not let any person look upon it 
without paying them large sums of money. 
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To keep alive the curiosity of the people, 
and to make them still anxious to behold it, 
smaU gold and silver models of the statue, 
placed in beautiful little chambers called 
shrines, were set in different parts of the tem- 
ple, which might be seen for a trifle ; and to 
these the poor people, who could not afford 
to pay for seeing the great statue, knelt down 
in prayer, just as they had done to the large 
figure." 

" I suppose, Mrs. T , they were some- 
thing like the little Burmese god, made of 
gold, that you have on the top of your 
cabinet" 

" Perhaps so, my dear ; at all events, they 
were not more valuable, although the work- 
ers in gold and silver, from whom they 
were purchased in great numbers, gained im- 
mense wealth by making them. These per- 
sons, and the priests who employed them, 
were therefore sadly distressed, when a new 
religion sprang up in their town, which taught 
that they should not make any image, or 
likeness of any thing, that is in heaven above, 
or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under 
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the earth ; that at least, they must not make 
it with the intent of bowing down to it, or 
worshipping it. 

" Foreseeing that if the Christian religion 
gained ground, this profitable trade must be 
destroyed, they concerted with Demetrius, 
who was the greatest silversmith in the town, 
and a leading man among them, to stir up 
the people against the Christians, and drive 
them from the place, first making sure to 
kill Paul. 

" Demetrius was a great orator; there- 
fore, as all persons have, who express them- 
selves fluently, he had great power over other 
men. He mounted a forum in the midst of 
the people, and told them, that the chief 
traffic of their city was about to be destroyed ; 
that they would soon see their wives and 
children reduced to want and misery; for 
that the Christians, with one Paul at their 
head, had perverted both town and country, 
persuading the multitude that the images in 
the temple were not real gods ; and that they 
ought not to be worshipped. If this were 
believed, he said, both their trade, and the 
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credit and glory of the great goddess Diana, 
who was worshipped not only by themselves, 
but by the whole world, must fall to the 
ground. 

^^On hearing this address, the whole city was 
presently in an uproar ; the inhabitants ran 
about the streets in quest of the Christians^ 
crying out that * Great was Diana of the 
Ephesians i* and in their search for Paul, they 
seized on two of his companions, and dragged 
them away to the theatre, thinking one of 
them must certainly be he. In this theatre were 
performed all the games and cruel sports with 
which these thoughtless people were fond of 
amusing themselves. Here were trained those 
gladiators, who tore each other to pieces like 
ferocious animals, until one fell down dead ; 
and here too were kept a number of wild 
beasts, lions, tigers, hyenas, and bears, ready 
to devour, for the diversion of the people, any 
wretched criminal, who was condemned to die. 

** For two whole hours the populace crowded 
the theatre, loudly extolling their goddess, 
and demanding permission to throw the pri- 
soners to the wild beasts. 
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" Paul, hearing of the danger, to which his 
friends were exposed, would have flown to 
the theatre to address the populace in their 
behalf; but the disciples seized him, and 
would not sufPer him to go, well knowing that 
the people were resolved on putting him to 
death the first moment they could find him. 

" Happily for the prisoners, there were some, 
even amongst the managers of these cruel 
sports, who thought it wrong to deliver up in- 
nocent people to such a dreadful death ; they 
therefore called together the chief mai of the 
city ; one of whom, knowing the fickle cha- 
racter of the multitude, and how easily they 
were led either to one side or the other, by any 
public speaker who had ability to take a leisid 
amongst them, mounted the forum where the 
silversmith had a short time before stood, and 
with a calm and intrepid courage reasoned 
with them on the impropriety of their con* 
duct. It was foolish, he said, to risk their 
lives, and subject themselves to punishment, 
by making such an uproar at the bidding of 
Demetrius, or any other man, since the laws 
were open to them, and all who had any 
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real matter of complaint might appeal to 
them. He reminded them likewise, of the 
heavy penalties which must he inflicted on 
them by the magistrates, if the riot continued, 
and advised them all to go quietly home, lest 
such punishment should overtake them ; and 
so they stole away at the bidding of this good 
man, leaving the prisoners to be set at liberty 
and the craftsmen to fight their own battles.^' 

" I never knew before how much good or 
how much harm might be done just by speak- 
ing a few words," said Henry. 

" But these men were orators, Henry : 
they spoke distinctly, not mumbling their 
words like some people of my acquaintance, 
and they reasoned clearly on the subject of 
which they were speaking. Those who do so 
will always have power to lead their fellow- 
creatures, be it from the pulpit, the forum, 
the field of battle, or the throne ; and those, 
who do not, will occupy even the last of 
those high stations unheeded and unhonour- 
ed." 

" I will try to be an orator, grandmama ; 
** but tell me if the prisoners escaped/' 
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" Yes ; the magistrates, finding they were 
innocent of all blame, immediately let them 

" And what became of Paul ?" 

** Perceiving that the Christians, now grown 
into a large band at Ephesus, would be less 
molested if he were absent, Paul established 
a regular bishopric there, God inspiring him 
with wisdom to arrange it in the manner 
which he knew to be best adapted to the pre- 
sent time, and yet fittest to offer an example 
to future ages. It was provided with officers 
and funds, a regular gradation of clergy, 
deacons, priests, and bishops, just as in our 
present day. Timothy, a man whose piety 
and virtue had been even from his youth well 
known to all the Christians, was placed at the 
head of this church. He was the first Chris- 
tian bishop, and perhaps one of the best, that 
ever was appointed in that or any other place. 

*^ Paul, who, because he had himself con- 
verted him to the faith, looked upon him as 
his own son, confidently resigned the flock 
into his hands ; and taking leave of him and 
all his other friends, went into Macedonia, 
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through every part of which he preached the 
gospel with unwearied diligence. Thence he 
travelled over Greece and through the isles 
of the Mediterranean. He then resolved to 
pass into Syria, that he might himself carry 
a charitable contribution, which was offered 
by the churches of Corinth and Macedon, to 
the suffering Ch|i«tians at Jerusalem, who 
were at this time in dreadful distress both 
from poverty and persecution. At Tyre, 
however, Paul received information, that the 
Jews had heard he was coming to Jerusalem 
charged with money for the Christians, and 
that they had laid a plot to waylay him on 
the road for the purpose of killing him and 
carrying off the booty. 

*' He therefore thought it prudent to post- 
pone his journey for a few weeks until the ex- 
pectation, which the Jews had of meeting him^ 
might die away ; but as he knew there was no 
other means of conveying relief to the Chris- 
tians, he would not delay his journey beyond 
that time. He accordingly took his departure 
from Tyre, and ^as followed to the shore by 
a multitude of friends, all entreating that he 

H 



96 LIFE AND MARTYRDOM 

would not go, and predicting that if he did, 
he would assuredly be killed at Jerusalem. 
But Paul was not to be moved from what he 
knew to be his duty : so when they saw, that 
they could not make him change his determi- 
nation, the whole company knelt down on the 
shore, and put up supplications for his safety 
to Him, who was alone abl^ to protect him ; 
and Paul, having tenderly embraced them one 
by one, took his leave and went on board a ship 
that was waiting, which soon brought him to 
Csesarea. 

" Here again he was surrounded by the 
Christians, who all passionately besought him 
to turn his steps from Jerusalem, foretelling 
that if he persisted in going, some dreadful 
evil would befall him : and amongst the rest, 
Agabus, an old Christian prophet, announced 
to him, that if he went, he would unques- 
tionably be thrown into prison, be held long 
in bonds, and finally be put to death.*" 

'^ And did he still persist in going ?" asked 
Emily. 

" Yes, my love ; their entreaties could not 
alter his sense of duty. He knew that neither 
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good nor evil could befall him without the will 
of his heavenly Father, therefore he besought 
his friends not to add to his sorrow by trying 
to dissuade him from his purpose. He de- 
clared to them that he had no apprehension, 
and that he was willing to be imprisoned at 
Jerusalem ; or if need were, to die in any part 
of the world for the sake of Christ, and of his 
religion. 

" His friends then, seeing his resolution un* 
alterably fixied, importuned him no farther, 
but, like himself, expressed their willingness 
to leave the event to Divine Wisdom. Many 
of them resolved to be the companions of his 
journey; and when every thing was ready, 
they all set forward on their way together : 
and, contrary to their expectations, God 
brought them through every danger in safety 
to Jerusalem, where they were kindly and joy- 
fully received by the Christians." 
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CHAPTER V. 

" Then the Jews did not waylay Saul, and 
rob him," said Henry. 

** No ; they had, I suppose, become tired 
of waiting for him ; but within a few days 
after his arrival, when he was in the temple, 
where, by the advice of James and all the 
Christian elders of Jerusalem, he had imme- 
diately shown himself, and conformed to the 
laws of purification, that it might be seen that 
he was not a despiser of their customs, and a 
subverter of order, the Jews laid hold of him, 
and had not the commander of the garrison 
humanely rescued him out of their hands, they 
would have immediately put him to death. 
This oflBcer, to preserve his life, shut him up 
in a strong place called the castle of Antonia, 
where, however, he was loaded with chains 
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until it should be known what cause of com- 
plaint the people had against him, and what 
offence they laid to his charge. 

" Against this treatment Paul expostulated, 
as contrary to the rights and privileges of a 
Roman : and the governor, being informed 
that he was a free-bom citizen of Tarsus, or- 
dered his chains to be struck off, and com- 
manded that he should be immediately exa>- 
mined on the various accusations brought 
against him by the high priests. 

*^ The next day he was accordingly called 
before his accusers ; but a great dissension 
arising amongst them, and a conspiracy be- 
ing discovered against his life, he was removed 
to Csesarea, and thence after two years to 
Rome. During this interval he had been 
examined first before the governor Felix, 
and then before Festus, who succeeded him, 
and also before king Agrippa, and had been 
pronounced innocent ; but as he had himself 
appealed to Caesar, Festus was obliged to send 
him« 

" He was placed under the safe conduct of 
a certain Julius, a Roman commander, who 



lOZ LIFE AKD MARTYRDOM 

had charge of several other prisoners besides, 
and the evangelist Luke, who now never left 
him, and some others of his Christian com- 
panions, determined to accompany him on the 
voyage ; and all, having immediately embark- 
ed in a vessel then starting for Sidon, were 
quickly brought into that port. 

" So much had the piety, the mild beha- 
viour and honourable principles of our apos- 
tle won on Julius during the voyage, that 
he granted him permission to go on shore, 
and remain with some friends who resided in 
the town, whilst the ship lay in harbour." 

*^ Julius must have felt quite sure that he 
would have come back,'' said Henry. 

" Yes, Henry ; one happy effect produced 
by honourable conduct and the strict prin- 
ciple of truth is, that none are ever afraid to 
trust those, in whom they are found. 

" Paul returned at the moment appointed, 
and the ship being again victualled, they con- 
tinued their course to a place called the Fair 
Havens, near Myra, a city of Syria;'' ' which, 
by the by, it would be well if we looked for 
on the map,' said Mrs. T— . 
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O do let me look for it, Emily/' said 
Henry ; " I love to find out places on the 
map, and it is so pleasant, too, to feel that 
one can do it." 

" Very pleasant^ my boy, and very useful 

too, to be able to use a map," said Mrs. C ; 

*' but you should never deprive other people 
of a pleasure, merely because you wish for it 
yourself.** 

^ ^^ But, grandmama, it is no pleasure to 
Emily now, because she is very old and can 
always put down her fore-finger on whatever 
place she wishes to find on any map, just the 
minute she is asked." 

" Well," said Emily laughing, " when 
you are very old, Henry, you will have an 
advantage over me, for as a man, you will 
probably be able to put your feet where I am 
only able to put my fore-finger." 

"And I shall like that very much," he 
replied; " but in the mean time help me to find 
* Fair Hatens,' for I cannot see it any where." 

" Here it is in the ancient map of the Me- 
diterranean, just close to Myra, where grand- 
mama said it was," said his sister. 
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^* I suppose it was a very pretty place by its 
being called * Fair Havens.** ^ 

^^ It was called so, because it was less dan- 
gerous than any of the other ports around ; 
but less dangerous as it was, it was such an 
inconvenient harbour, that the master of the 
ship felt anxious to get away. It was, how- 
ever, necessary to stop in some port until the 
short winter of that climate should be over ; 
and as it was fast approaching, Paul advised 
him, notwithstanding all the disadvantages 
of the harbour, to remain where he was, rather 
than brave the stormy seas through which 
they must pass to reach a safer. But the 
master persisted, and even Julius, forgetful 
of FauFs wisdom and of his acquaintance 
with the navigation of that coast, preferred 
the less prudent course, and advised that 
they should try to reach Fhoenice, a port of 
the island of Crete, before the stormy season 
quite set in. You will see by the map that 
they had not any great distance to sail ; but 
Paul, who understood both the sea and the 
seasons better than any of them, still tried to 
dissuade theim from the voyage ; they would 
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not however listen to his advice, and being 
deceived by a calm southerly breeze, which 
gently filled their sails, they got out of the 
port, and bore down towards Phoenice. 

" You have heard me, my children, de- 
scribe the tempests which I have frequently 
witnessed in the Mediterranean ; but in these 
parts, towards the eastern extremity of that 
sea, especially all through the Euxine and 
the Archipelago, the storms are dark and ter- 
rific in the extreme. The sky seems to de- 
scend in one heavy mass of black impenetrable 
cloud, lying close down on the bosom of the 
deep ; and the vexed waters, as if disturbed 
and incumbered by its weight, begin imme- 
diately to swell and raise themselves in angry 
billows against its pressure. In the midst of 
this thick darkness, the only objects, which 
can be discerned, are the white heads of the 
foaming billows making themselves appareiit 
at distant intervals through the gloom ; and 
the only sound which meets the ear is the 
distant groaning of the deep unfathomable 
tide, whose fearful roaring is a certain and aw- 
ful indicationof the coming tempest. In a short 
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deavoured, by calculating the usual signs and 
seasons of their approach, to avoid exposure 
to such danger : but Julius, and the captain 
of FauFs ship, refused to listen to the voice of 
reason and experience ; and they soon suffered 
for their temerity. 

** The ship had nearly gained the wished 
for harbour, when the soft south breeze, 
which had hitherto favoured them, sank into 
stillness ; the darkness fell, the flood lifted up 
its waves, and in a shorter time than usual, a 
storm arose which bore down all before it. 
The vessel was caught up, as it were, between 
the elements, and could not continue any di- 
rect course, being tossed and driven in every 
direction at the mercy of the wind and tide. 
Sails or helm were now of no avail, and on 
the third day the passengers were forced to 
lighten the vessel, by throwing overboard all 
the tackling and lading they could spare, and 
so drive before the wind. During this time, 
and for many .days after, neither sun, nor 
moon, nor stars appeared, and the tempest lay 
upon them with such tremendous violence, 
that every hope was taken away from the 
stoutest seamen on board. 
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" Paul, who had before encountered perils 
both by sea and land, was not appalled, but 
was able calmly to resign himself to the will 
"of his almighty Father. He knew, however, 
the extremity of their danger, and he prayed 
with fervent devotion for the preservation of 
the whole ship's company. His petition was 
not only heard, but graciously answered. 
After long abstinence he stood forth amongst 
the crew, and exhorted them all to be of 
good cheer, assuring them that * there should 
be no loss of any man's life, but only of 
the ship. For,' said he, * there stood by me 
this night the angel of God, whose I am and 
whom I serve, saying. Fear not, Paul, thou 
must be brought before Caesar ; and, lo, God 
hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 
Wherefore, sirs,' he added, * be of good cheer, 
for I believe that it shall be even as it was 
told me— every one of you shall be preserved.' 
He, however, announced to them that they 
should have to suffer much^ and that they 
should be driven on an island, where the ship 
would be destroyed. 

** Fourteen days and nights did the storm 
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continue, whilst each hour they were driven 
about more furiously than before. At length 
at midnight on the fourteenth day, the sailors 
perceived that they approached some coun- 
try ; and fearing to be driven amongst rocks, 
they cast four anchors from the stem for the 
purpose of holding the vessel fast, and waited 
in terror for the coming day. But doubt- 
ing all FauFs assurances, and expecting each 
instant to be overwhelmed, in their despair 
they concerted a plot to save themselves, 
meaning, if possible, to escape in one of their 
boats, and tx) leave the soldiers, the prisoners 
and strangers to their fate in the vessel. 

" Under the pretence of casting out an- 
other anchor they let down a boat into the 
sea, and were about to get into it, when Paul 
discovered their intention, and warned Julius, 
that, unless the people all staid by the ship, 
they could not be saved ^ 

" Then the soldiers, seeing that they might 
confide in Paul, cut the ropes by which the 
boats were fastened and let it fall off, and so 
stopped the men, who were on the point of 
descending into it. 
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" They were of course greatly disap- 
pointed, and very angry, but Paul found 
means to appease them, and to maintain his 
influence over the whole crew.*" 

" I wonder how many persons there were 
on board," said Emily. 

" There were two hundred and seventy- 
six souls, all strangers and enemies to Paul, 
except the few Christians, by whom he was 
accompanied ; yet God enabled him to ob- 
tain ascendancy over them all. 

" Seeing the whole ship**s company now 
almost deprived of reason from exhaustion, 
terror and fatigue, he besought them to take 
comfort and to fear nothing, again assuring 
them of their safety, and, that not even a 
hair should fall from the h^ad of any of them. 

" He then entreated them to take some 
food, called for meat, and, reminding them 
that they had been, fourteen days without 
sufficient nourishment, began himself to eat 
before them, which gave them so much en- 
couragement, that they followed his advice, 
and soon regained, in some degree, their 
strength and cheerfulness.^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

" When all had satisiSed their hunger, so 
confident was Paul in the promises of his Sa- 
viour, that he made the men still further 
lighten the ship by throwing out the wheat, 
that remained.'^ 

" O was not that very foolish, grand- 
mama?" said Henry. "The people might 
have wanted food again, you know, and then 
what would he have done ?" 

" The ship had been laden with wheat,** 
my child, " which made it very heavy ; and 
Paul probably permitted them to keep enough 
for their present wants; but however that 
may be, he knew that they were close to 
shore, and, as I have just said, he coniSded 
fully in his Saviour'*s promise. He was 
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aware also of what perhaps you do not know, 
that the less heavily a ship is laden, the more 
unlikely it will be to sink, or to become 
locked amongst the rocks of a dangerous 
coast. 

^^ The day was beginning to dawn, and the 
crew now plainly discovered some unknown 
land, and after a time perceived a certain 
creek with a little strand around it, into 
which they resolved, if possible, to work the 
ship, although the sea ran mountains high 
between them and the shore.'' 

** Grandmama," said Henry, '^ if Paul 
really believed that Gkxl would preserve 
them, I think he was very foolish to let them 
take so much trouble about working the ship, 
or trying to take care of themselves. God, 
he said, had sent to tell him that he would 
save all that were in the ship. Now, I do 
not like Paul as well as I did at iSrst, for he 
declared that he believed what the angel told 
him, and yet it is plain he did not believe 
it." 

Mrs. T laid down the manuscript until 

this remark should be answered. 
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The two girls stared at each other in admi- 
ration of the acuteness of the observation, and 
each looked at her parent in a sort of bewil- 
dered surprise, as if some error had been dis- 
covered, which greatly lessened the authority 
of the Bible in their eyes. 

An undefined hope rushed into Mary's 
heart, that some share of discredit would now 
be attached to that book, which she had often 
fancied had commanded her to keep very un- 
necessary, or at least, a very disagreeable 
watch over herself, and her youthful cheek 
suddenly became flushed with the brightest 
hue, as she exclaimed — 

" Really Henry has made a very sensible 
observation for a little boy like him ; I wonder 
it never struck any of us until now/* 

*' I am surprised that no one ever thought 
of it before," said her companion. 

" It has been thought of and said an hundred 
times before, but always by the unthinking, 
the ignorant, or the childish," said Mrs. 
T . 

" Henry's countenance fell : for the com- 

1 
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mendation he had received made him faney he 
had said something very shrewd and clever. 

" I am, however, pleased with your remark, 
my boy," said Mrs. C ■ , kissing his cheek : 
^^ it shows as much attention and reflection as 
could be expected from your age. But let us 
rest a little : we have been reading some time, 
and I should not dislike a little stroll in the 

garden ; and you, children, if Mrs. T will 

allow it, will not object, I dare say, to amuse 
yourselves for half an hour in the strawberry 
beds. We may then, if we are all so inclined, 
finish the history of St. Paul after tea.'' 

^^ O thank you, grandmama ! that will 
be so nice ; but will you really let us go into 
the garden ? You know the gardener has put 
grass snakes all about it to keep away the 
thieves. I think you forget, that both you 

and Mrs. T wished us not to venture in, 

until Alice had got the fruit she wanted for 
preserving, and until the snakes were taken 
away." 

" I did forget it, my love ; but since I 
have said I would take you, I must keep my 
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MTord, and I will engage to preserve you from 
any injury." 

^' Thank you, dear grandmama ; you al* 
ways keep your word, let what will happen. St. 
Paul might have been very certain of all your 
promises ; I am sure I always feel quite cer- 
tain of them.'^ 

As Henry spoke, he tied the strings of his 
shoes tighter, declaring they were such a fine 
strcHigpair, thatasnake could never get through 
the sole, even if he shoidd tread quite hard on 
one. He then took down his hat, and hast- 
ened out of the summer-liouse. 

" Why do you run off in such haste, my 
love ; had you not better sit down quietly 
where you are?" said Mrs. C . 

" Why, grandmama ?" said Henry, stop- 
ping short in surprise, " are you not going 
to take us to the garden ?" 

** Yes ; but if you are so sure of my taking 
you, why do you take the trouble of running 
there yourself. I promised to take you there, 
did I not ? Now I do not like little Henry, 
for he said he believed my promise, and yet 
it appears he does not believe it." 

i2 
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O gnmdmamat I joo sand jou would take 
me to die gard^i, bat I know joo incaDt that 
I siioald walk diexe; joo did not promise to 
cany me,^ cu utiuu cd he^ laogliii^ ; ^ jou 
woold not let anjr bod j carry me, where I can 
go mjself." 

^ Then you are quite sure that you can go 
to the garden bj yourself Henry P'* 

^ Yes, grandmama, quite sure.^ 

^ And wh J are jou now able to go ? You 
would not, I think, hare said so half an hour 
ago. 

*^ No, grandmama, I diould not, because I 
had no key, and you had not then given me 

leave. But now Mrs. T is bringing the 

key, and has promised to open the gate and 
let me in ; so I have nothing to do but keep 
my steps clear from the snakes, and to run 
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away. 

" Suppose I had not the key, might you 

not climb over the wall ?" said Mrs. T . 



** No, I tried that twenty times, when I was 
here before ; not to get the fruit, grandmama; 
it was in winter, grandmama, when the gates 
were open, and the fruit was all gone ; but I 
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never could manage it, the wall is so straight 
and high. Yet I can climb and leap pretty 
well,'' added Henry, " the gardener told me 
so i"^ and as he spoke, he swung his arms, pre* 
paring for a leap. His intention was to jump 
off the grass on something which he took to 
be a stone at the other side of a sunk fence 
that lay along the path, by which they were 
walking to the garden. 

His grandmother cast her eye on the spot, 
and had just time, as he rose in the leap, to 
seize the skirt of his coat, and give him a sud- 
den jerk, which made him tumble head fore- 
most into the fence. 

He scrambled up, as he best could^ covered 
over with mud, one hand very much hurt, and 
his good-humoured face trying to keep back 
a look of pain and mortification, whilst he 
cast an inquiring glance at his aged relative, 
to know why she had played him such a trick. 

" You had nearly made my promise useless 
to you, my darling boy," said she, kissing 
his ruddy cheek whilst her own grew pale with 
terror. *' Had I not been in the habit of 
watching and trying to guard you from dan- 
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gers, which you do not yourself see, you would 
have leaped upon that man-trap, which you 
called a stone, and might have been either 
kUled or disabled for ever walking again.*^' 

Mrs. T and the girls shuddered at the 

thought of Hairy's danger, and they all pur- 
sued their way to the garden, forgetfid, for 
the present, of the strawberries and of every 
thing else, but their anxiety to have the gar- 
dener chid for having such a shocking imple- 
ment of destructi<») in the grounds without 
permission. 

The man was called, the snakes all care- 
fully removed, and the fallen hero's clothes 
well scraped from the mud, which covered 
them : but the accident had thrown the whole 
party into a reflecting humour, and even 
Henry, ^ Madcap Henry,**' as he was called, 
commenced his attack upon the strawberries 
in silence. At length, as they approached the 
garden wall, he exclaimed, " Now, girls, look 
at that tremendous wall, so smooth, so high — 
nobody in the world, I think, could climb 
it." 

^^ Not without a ladder and great assist- 
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ance," said Mrs. C ; ** and no seaman in 

the world, Henry, could have got a ship 
through that tremendous storm, of which we 
have been reading, without some powerful 
means of help, some mighty hand and stretch- 
ed out arm to lead them on. A watchful Pro- 
vidence must have been their guide, guarding 
them past the rocks, and carrying them over 
shoals, which they had not power, themselves, 
to perceive or avoid/* 

*^ Just as you guarded me from the man- 
trap, which I did not perceive," interrupted 
Henry. '* But why, grandmama, did you 
bid me sit down, and not come with you to 
the garden ? I know you had some meaning 
in that, but I do not quite understand you ; 
and I have been puzzling to find it out this 
long time." 

I wished to make you perceive, that Paul 
understood the meaning of God's promise to 
him, and relied upon it just in the same way, 
that you reb'ed upon my promise to you, when 
I said I would take you to the garden. You 
fully und^stood that I was not to carry you ; 
I was only to give you leave to open the 
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door, and to make a way for you to enter : 
you were still to walk there ; and had you sat 
down and refused to go, my promise would 
have been rendered useless to you, but it 
would not have been broken. Its meaning 
wa?, I will take you where you cannot go 
without my help : to me will be due all the 
merit of your entrance ; but unless you do 
your part and walk, you cannot benefit by 
my help. In this manner God said, that he 
had given Paul the lives of all those, who 
sailed with him, and that not a hair should 
fall from the head of any of them. Yet the 
Apostle knew, that, whilst his heavenly Father 
watched over them, and guarded them past 
those countless dangers, from which they could 
not preserve themselves, He only meant to 
guide them in the way, — to open a door of 
escape, and give them leave to enter ; to pre- 
pare a haven of safety, to which they were to 
work their own passage. Had they refused 
to manage the ship according to the principles 
of reason ; had they stopped its course, or 
madly thrown themselves into the foaming 
deep, as some of them were near to do, they 
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would have made the promise useless to them- 
selves, but no tittle of it on the part of the 
Almighty would have been broken. The 
plain and understood condition was, — Except 
you abide in the ship, doing your duty in it 
and by it, you cannot be saved." 

Mary had spoken but little since the con- 
versation on this subject arose; she now, 
however, stole to her mother's side, rejoicing 
that the authenticity of that book, in which 
she sincerely delighted, was again made clear 
to her understanding. " There was no error 
in the Bible, then, and Paul was right after 
all ! " she whispered, — ^her countenance the 
while abashed and subdued, from a recollec- 
tion of her late hasty decision and censurable 
feelings. 

" There never was, my love, and never 
will be error discovered in that holy book . 
the circumstance, which has struck you all in 
that Ught, was related probably for the express 
purpose of teaching us all how to understand 
another of its divine promises." 

" What is that, mama ?" 

" ' Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
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thou shalt be saved/ How do you under- 
stand this promise, Agnes?** 

Agnes hesitated. 

" Can you explain it, Emily ?" 

Silence ensued. 

« Try, Mary," said Mrs. ; " I think 

you comprehend its meaning." 

*' I suppose," said Mary, " we ought to 
understand it just as Paul understood the 
promise to the ship's crew." 

" O yes !'' said Emily ; " and now I re- 
collect, there was a nice explanation of it in 
papa^s sermon last Sunday. He said it meant, 
that though Christ is our guide to heaven, 
and has paid the price of our entrance there ; 
though to him belongs the entire merit of our 
permission to enter,— yet must we fulfil our 
duty, and, still relying on his grace, go for- 
ward in a straight course of obedience to his 
laws ; otherwise we shall not profit by that 
right of entrance, which he has purchased for 
us by his blood.^ 

" Quite right, my love ; though our mer- 
ciful Redeemer guards us by night and day 
from ills we know not how to see or shun ; 
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though he purchased with his own blood the 
leave for our admission into heaven; and 
though with anxious love he holds the door 
wide open for our entrance, yet still he re- 
quires us to keep alive within our hearts the 
wish to enter which he has kindled, and calls 
upon us to arise and walk ; to use the power 
of entering, which he has given, lest we fall 
short of his salvation.'' 

" Yes r said Mrs. T ; " he still re- 
quires us to work our passage through life, 
even with fear and trembling ; but he encou* 
rages all, by the assurance that he will work 
in them to will and to do of his good pleasure : 
he still says to us, as he said to the mariners, 
' Except you abide in the ship, (that is, un- 
less you continue in my laws, adhere to my 
directions, and hold fast your confidence in 
my strength,) you cannot be saved/ " 

" Were we to sit down idly, Henry, ex- 
pecting to be carried into heaven," said Mrs. 

C , " and to refuse to walk through the 

open door ; or did we madly leap into the 
traps, which Satan lays open in the path of all, 
though duly warned against their danger, 
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then the promise of salvation would, through 
our own folly, become useless to us ; but no 
part of it would be broken.'' 

" Dear Mrs. C ^'* said Mary, " your 

book has helped to make this a nice Sunday 
evening; and has caused all this pleasant 
conversation, which I am so happy to have 
heard : it has made some things quite plain 
to me, which I never understood before.'" 

" Would to God that all my young friends 
were equally anxious to have the truth made 
plain to them," said Mrs. C , heavily sigh- 
ing. " But he will grant me that prayer in 
his own time." * 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The party having returned to the garden, 
and tea being ended, the young people begged 
that the account of PauFs shipwreck might be 

continued ; and Mrs. C now returned to 

the manuscript. 

" You had just brought them within sight 
of a little creek, with a sandy shore all round 
it : were they able to work the ship in ? "" said 
Henry. " That must have been a nice place 
for them." 

" They did, indeed, succeed in working 
themselves in ; but it was over a sea where 
two tides met ; and so great was the fury of 
the waves, that the stern of the vessel was 
torn away, and the fore part driven fast into 
the sand." 
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" If she had been still heavily laden, I 
suppose she would have sunk between the 
tides," said Mary, " or else have come with 
such force against the shore, that she would 
have been knocked entirely to pieces.*** 

** Then must the crew, who now held by 
her masts and rigging for safety, have been 

swallowed up in the deep,** said Mrs. C . 

*^ But whilst clinging there, they were now 
able to consult together as to the most prac- 
ticable method of getting to the shore.^ 

" O!'' said Henry, " how much obliged 
they must have felt to Paul ! '" 

" Some of them had not virtue enough 
to think of being obh'ged either to him or to 
the God, who had so graciously preserved 

them," continued Mrs. C . " The very 

first thing the Roman soldiers proposed, was 
to kill Paul, and all the other prisoners, lest 
they should be able to swim first to land, and 
so make their escape." 

" O the wicked creatures!" cried Henry, 
starting up with indignation. " Now was I 
not right to say I hated the Romans?" 

" You need not be angry with them all, 
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my boy, because some have merited your dis- 
approbation : and there is no occasion for ha- 
tred at all. You may at least, I am sure, 
feel satisfied with the conduct of one person 
on the present occadon. Julius, the captain 
of the Roman legion, would not consent to 
this barbarous proposal; but ordered that 
the solders, who were good swimmers, should 
go to shore first ; that they should remain 
there, ready to fulfil their duty, and meet the 
prisoners, as they landed. And when this 
command was obeyed, then Julius and the 
rest of the crew — some swimming and some on 
boards, or rafts or broken pieces of the ship — 
threw themselves into the water, and thus all 
got safe to land.^ 

" Well, certainly God did keep his pro- 
mise faithfully ,'' said Mary. " Now, let us 
hear what became of these poor shipwrecked 
mariners, now they were safe on shore.'* 

It was, however, resolved to keep that part 
of the history for another occasion : and when 
the same party were assembled the next Sun- 
day evening, the manuscript was again pro- 
duced. 
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" Grandmama,''^ said Henry, as they all 
took their seats around her chair, " I have 
found out from the Bible itself, that it was 
on the island of Malta the shipwrecked ma- 
riners, as Mary called them, were cast.'' 

^^ I have no doubt it was, Henry ; and that 
very little creek, with the sandy shore round it, 
has, I believe, been often trod by one whom 
you and I have dearly loved." 

^^ O, dear grandmama, I suppose so in- 
deed," said Emily, tears springing to her 
eyes, as some painful recollection seemed to 
cross her mind. " I did not think of that 
before. O, how much I wish we had been 
all there, to have walked along that lonely 
beach with him, and tried to give him com- 
fort in his sorrow."" 

'* I can scarcely help joining in the wish,*" 

said Mrs. C , struggling to keep back the 

sudden inroads of a grief, which, still but 
half subdued, and springing from one of the 
saddest trials of her life, was ever ready to 
overwhelm her mind, if left for a moment 
without the usual guard. *' It was a vain 
wish, my child,"*' said she, after a moment's 
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effort, and with perfect composure. *' There 
was one with him who was a better comforter 
than any here could have been ; one who, in 
his boundless mercy, took him where sorrow 
could not reach him more. I love to recol- 
lect many of the comfortable passages in his 
letters, some of which arose out of the traces 
of Paul's shipwreck and residence on the 
island : I love to reflect upon the strong de-' 
sire his letters evinced to follow in the foot- 
steps of the apostle, to emulate the example 
of his faith, his confidence, his patience, and 
subdued obedience to his heavenly Father's 
will. On that same spot, they both encoun- 
tered suffering and sorrow ; and now they 
dwell together, I trust, in a land of righteous- 
ness and joy." 

" But grandmama^" said Henry, wiping 
away a tear which filled even his young eye, 
and evidently wishing to lead his parent's 
thoughts to other subjects, "Did Paul suffer 
any great misfortunes while he was on the 
island ?" 

'* We know of none," said she, resuming 
her narrative, " but such as arose from his 

K 
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being detained a prisoner, and regarded as a 
criminal, who was liable to be put to death. 
The people of the island, however, treated 
him and the whole crew with great humanity, 
affording them every accommodation in their 
power. They kindled large fires for them, 
because of the continued rain and cold; 
and Paul, ever active and unwearied in 
showing kindness, evinced his sense of their 
attention, by assisting them to collect the 
fuel. He had just thrown on a handful 
of sticks, when a viper, roused by the heat, 
sprang from the wood and fastened on 
his hand. Immediately the superstitious 
and ignorant, but well-minded people, ima- 
gined that he was some dreadful sinner, per- 
haps a murderer, who, though escaped from 
all the perils of the storm, was yet pursued 
by divine justice and not permitted to live. 

" The most certain and speedy destroyer 
of human life known amongst them, was per- 
haps the reptile, which they saw hanging on 
the apostle's hand. It generally does its 
work of death in a few minutes ; and they 
waited in solemn silence, until they should 
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see the culprit fall down dead before them. 
But He, who had been his Saviour at Damas- 
cus, and through all the perils of his life, 
was with him still. The reptile fell harm- 
less ; its venom was prevented from entering 
his blood, and Paul was enabled to shake it 
off into the fire without feeling the slightest 
injury, thus showing, in one strong instance, 
the fulfilment of the promise made to the apos- 
tles, that ^ they should speak with new 
tongues, should take up serpents ; and if they 
drank any deadly thing, it should not hurt 
them ; that they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover ;' every other part of 
which had been fulfilled before. Still, how- 
ever, the beholders, who knew nothing of 
this promise, expected to see him fall ; but, 
when at last they were convinced that no 
harm had happened to him, they changed 
their opinion and declared that he must be a 
God. 

** Not far from that part of the shore where 
the ship's crew landed, there lived a man of 
great riches and authority, called Publius; 
he was governor of the island, ajid was bound 

K 2 
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toflee that all strangefSy who came tb^e, should 
be protected. He, however, went farther than 
the mere line of duty directed, tar he took 
care of the whole company, maintaining them 
with the utmost kindness at his own cost. He 
was a good man, and, like all who are so, was 
a dutifuland affectionate son ; and it happened, 
that he was at that present mcmient in great af- 
fliction for a beloved father, who lay at the point 
of death. Paul having discovered his sorrow, 
begged leave to see the sufferer, and after hav- 
ing prayed to his Almighty Guide, obtained 
power to heal the sick man simply by laying 
his hands upon him. You can better conceive, 
than I can tell, the joy of Publius at having 
his father's life preserved, and seeing him re- 
stored to health. He loaded Paul with ho- 
nours, and the whole crew with favours on his 
account. The inhabitants of more distant 
places in the island, hearing of the miracle, 
brought those, who were sick amongst them, to 
Paul, and he healed them all ; insomuch that 
the people perceived to a certainty that the 
divine power rested with him ; they therefore 
readily believed whatever he taught; and al- 
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though it is not mentioned in the Bible, yet 
common history relates, that Paul made many 
converts and established a church in this 
place, over which he appointed Publius bishop. 
This man, it is said, remained to the last so 
steady to the faith, that he was crowned with 
martyrdom at Athens." 

^^ But I suppose all that cannot be true, 
grandmama, or it would have been mentioned 
in the Bible," said Henry. 

At this moment Mrs. C took off her 

spectacles, and looked from the summer-house 
door, as if she expected some one to enter. 

" What do you see, grandmama ?" said 
Henry eagerly. " Is papa coming ?" 

*^ No, my love ; it was a female I was look- 
ing for." 

** A female V cried he. " Do you mean a 
lady, grandmama ? And is it any one we love ?" 

" I thought, perhaps, that Eve might 
walk in and drink tea with us this even- 
ing." 

** Dear grandmama," said Henry, staring 
in the utmost astonishment, and then bursting 
into a violent fit o^ laughter, ** How funny 
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you are !" and he danced about the arbour, 
almost screaming with delight at the idea of 
seeing Eve walk in. " O ! I do wish she 
would come, that we might see what kind of 
a lady she would seem, and what kind of 
clothes she would wear now," 

Mary, half shocked, entreated him to hold 
his tongue. 

" But what do you mean, grandmama ?" he 
continued, again sitting down by her side;. 
" you do so puzzle me sometimes, I cannot 
find out what you intend.'*' 

** Why, history says that Eve died as well 
as Adam, but it cannot he true, for it cer- 
tainly is not told in the Bible ; therefore I 
began to hope she might walk in, and let us 
all satisfy our curiosity as to what the first 
woman was like." 

" O ! I see what you mean, grandmama; 
well, I really did think that every thing which 
is true was told in the Bible." 

** Just, take two words out of the middle of 
your sentence, Henry, and tack them to the 
end of it," said Mary, " and then I think it 
will sound much better sense." 



i: 
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^' But I think it sounds very good sense as 
it is. Miss Mary," said he, colouring, from 
previous soreness occasioned by simihu: cor- 
rections, at this amendment of his phrase. 

** But would it not sound a little better," 

said Mrs. C , " as your cousin proposes ; 

/ really did thinks that every thing, which 
is told in the Bible, teas true. If every 
thing true were told in Scripture, then, to use 
its own figurative language, ' I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the 
books, that should be written.' But there is 
nothing told, however true, unless it be to an- 
swer some wise and necessary purpose. There 
is not one word said to gratify idle curiosity, 
or to increase mere worldly knowledge. You 
may therefore very safely believe, that 
PauFs preaching was not thrown away at 
Malta, and that Publius, and many of the 
Maltese, became good Christians, although 
the Bible says not one word about the matter.^' 

Mrs. C was going on with her story, 

when a preparatory hem from Emily indi- 
cated, that some unwilling subject was slowly 
finding its way to lier lips. 
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At length it came — " Grandmama,^' said 
she, " a person once told me that the words 
you have just repeated — * The world itself 
could not contain the books that should be 
written/ &c. &c., were nonsense.-— Do you 
think they are so ?^ 

" Before I reply, let me ask you, ray child, 
if you took the person's word for it, and be- 
lieved that they were so ?" 

" I did not exactly believe they were non- 
sense," said Emily, blushing, " but I felt a 
little sorry, that whilst she was repeating 
them, they did not appear more like good 



sense." 



a 



The person must have been an excellent 
critic, I should think, and very clever,^' said 
Mrs. C 



a 
n 



Yes, grandmama, she is indeed very cle- 
ver.^ 

" And very anxious to discover faults in the 
Bible, is she not ?" 

" I do not know, grandmama. '^ 

" Those who are not so, my child, would 
never try to persuade themselves that the 
words you have just mentioned were nonsense." 
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^^ But this person uses such beautiful lan- 
guage herself, that the least fault would na- 
turally strike her." 

" Her general manner of expressing herself 
is indeed, my love, very attractive, for I sus- 
pect who the person is : that could not, how- 
ever, make her discover faults, which do not 
exist. Her language is richly stored with the 
expressive idiom of her country, and therefore 
very powerful and easy to be understood by 
her compatriots ; and this should make her 
more quick than others at comprehending the 
idiomatic language of the Bible, which is so 
admirably fitted to rouse reflection and atten- 
tion in the thoughtless/' 

" O indeed I" said Agnes, " her own lan- 
guage is rousing enough : I remember how 
she made you start one day, when you had for- 
gotten her orders in something she was teach- 
ing you to draw. * What have we here ?' cried 
she ; * O all ye powers of painting ! behold 
the taste, and talent displayed in colouring the 
pale petals of a primrose with yellow ochre I 
Did any eye ever see so great a donkey ? Why, 
child, if I had done this, I should have felt as 
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if the whole world was blushing for my stu- 
pidity/ " 

" How cross that was ^ said Henry ; 
^^ Emily is not half so great a donkey as she is 
herself ; for I know whom you mean very well, 
and I heard papa once say, she had not half 
an ounce of common sense in her whole head. 
The world may blush for her, if it likes, but it 
will never blush for any thing about toy own 
pigeon-pet sister/' he added, throwing his 
arms about her neck, and kissing her vio- 
lently. 

" Stop, stop,dear Henry !*' cried Emily, "you 
*^ will certainly choke me. I do not require 
any sort of comfort ; I assure you I was not 
in the least ofiPended or annoyed by the lady. 
I was accustomed to her manner of speaking, 
and knew quite well what she meant.'' 

" And what did she m^an, my love ?" said 
Mrs. C . 

" Merely to tell me, that I had done a 
dreadfully stupid thing, and that was very 
true." 

" There is no denying that," said her 
grandmother ; " but you have at present prov- 
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cd yourself less stupid than this very clever 
lady/' 

"How?" cried Henry. "O I hope 
Emily has proved herself more clever than the 
clever lady ! But tell me how.'' 

'* Why, she understood the lady, when she 
used a strong figure of speech, but the lady 
could not understand St. John, when in the 
fervour of affection for his divine Master he 
expressed himself after the same manner. I 
think, Henry, even you might without much 
difficulty understand his meaning. '^ 

" Yes, and so I think I do, grandmama ; 
I am sure St. John only meant to tell how 
very, very many, what a great number of things 
his Master had done. — Am I right, grand- 
mama ?" 

" Quite right." 

" O joy • joy • — then, Emily, both you 
and I are more clever than the clever lady." 

" I never yet saw a caviller at the Bible, 
whose objections could not be refuted even by 
the simple reasonings of a child. But if we 
do not return to our poor friend Paul, we 
shall be obliged to leave him until this day 
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week, and we have already kept him much too 
long in Malta. We had better, therefore, 
proceed with his history." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



<^< 



Having spent three months on the island, the 
ship^s crew again set sail for Italy, and land- 
ing, after various stops, at Puteoli, Paul and 
the other prisoners, escorted by Julius, pro- 
ceeded on their journey to Rome. The Chris- 
tians of that place had heard of his approach, 
and came to meet him, some thirty, some fifty 
miles distance from the town. Their joy was 
great to see him ; and his at meeting them 
was augmented by finding, that they at present 
enjoyed so much more liberty and compara^ 
tive happiness, than he had known them to do 
before. They conducted him with a sort of 
triumph into the city, where, on their arrival, 
the other prisoners were shut up in the public 
jail, whilst Paul, at the request of Julius, 
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now his steady friend, obtained leave to stay 
in a private bouse, guarded only by one sol- 
dier. 

^' The first act of Paul, after be was settled 
in this manner, was to summon the beads of 
the Jewish consistory, and acquaint them with 
the cause and manner of his coming. He in- 
formed them, that although be had been 
guilty of no violation either of the law or the 
religion of his country, yet his brethren, after 
various attempts to destroy him, had at length 
delivered him up into the hands of the Roman 
governors, who, finding that be was innocent 
of every crime, would bave acquitted him at 
once, but that, from the obstinacy of the Jews 
in persecuting him, he was forced to appeal 
to Caesar. 

^' He did not make this appeal, he said, with 
the intention of complaining against his bre- 
thren, but merely to get his own character 
vindicated from the false charges brought 
against him. He had, therefore, now sent for 
them to declare in their presence, that the only 
cause why he was in bonds was his being a 
Christian, and because he, as such, asserted the 
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truth of the resurrection of Christ ; * and yet,* 
said he, in his own simple style of reasoning, 
^ the same is the hope of all true Israelites.* 

His brethren then asked to be somewhat 
better informed as to the faith he professed, 
asserting that it was every where spoken 
against ; and Paul, happy to have so good an 
opportunity of declaring the truth, appoint- 
ed a day for complying with their request. 
At this assembly he explained to them in full 
the doctrines of his religion, its systematic 
connexion and indissoluble union with their 
own ; pointed out in Scripture all the pro- 
mises and predictions which had now been so 
clearly fulfilled, or which were now before 
their own eyes in the progress of fulfilment. 

" Some were converted by his preaching, 
but the greater part, to PauFs sorrow, re- 
fused to believe. They always imagined 
that the Messiah was to be an earthly prince, 
who should bring their nation to great credit 
and honour, and they would not give up the 
idea, or consent to acknowledge any other 
ruler. 

" Paul was, in consequence, obliged to ap- 
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prize them, that shioe they rejected the hope 
of a better life aod all the glad tidings, which 
the gospel offered them, he must hencefor- 
ward leave them and bestow his best atten- 
tions and exertions on the Grentiles. 

^^ Soon after this, he was called to his first 
public examination before the Emperor ; and 
though, upon this trying occasion, some friends 
deserted him, being afraid to appear in his 
defence, and though many enemies, both 
Jews and Romans, surrounded him, all ready 
to approve of any decree of his wicked and 
unreasonable judge, yet God stood his friend, 
and by His all-sufficient strength frustrated 
their attempts against his life, and delivered 
him in safety from their hands. 

** After two years' confinement at Rome, 
during which time he wrote many of his let- 
ters to the Christian churches, his liberty was 
restored, and he set out on new missions over 
the world. He now travelled in every direc- 
tion, preached both in the east and in the 
west, and spread the gospel over more than 
half the surface of the globe. It is thought, 
and with much appearance of reason, that the 
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Ides of the West, into which be introduced 
the gospel, as asserted by the most ancient 
writers, were our own little British isles ; and 
every British heaft, I think, feels pleasure in 
the assertion.**' 

" O ! how glad I am that Paul was in Ire- 
land, as well as in that nasty little Malta. Are 
you sure it is true, grandmama ? I hope it 
is quite certain." 

" I cannot vouch for its certainty, Henry, 
as there are very few written, though several 
oral traditions on the subject. Many people, 
however, think that the wise and good person 
who was so useful to Ireland, and who is still 
almost worshipped by the natives under the 
name of St Patrick^ was no other than St. 
Paul." 

** O how glad I am that any body thinks 
it !*' said Henry ; " I am resolved to believe 
it, and I shall now always like St. Patrick's 
da3r* better tlian I ever did, and will never pass 
it without wearing a shamrock.*" 

" Grandmama,'' said Emily, " I think our 
little green island appears to have been pecu- 
liarly favoured by Providence." 

* The 17th of March. 
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^* Most persons, my We, think exactly the 
same of their native country, for God is good 
to every land. But, in truth, the British isles 
seem to have been favoured in some respects 
above most others, particularly in being set 
apart by God's peculiar providence as the 
strong hold of Christianity in its most pure 
and apostolic form. I wish you to be aware, 
my children, that amongst all the other coun- 
tries of the world no church has ever been 
discovered so purely and entirely founded on 
the word of God as that established here, and 
now disseminated widely over the earth.'' 

^^ And how, grandmama, does it happen to 
be more pure than others ?" 

^^ Because those, by whom it was first esta- 
blished had sense enough, guided by almighty 
wisdom, to cast away the errors and encroach- 
ments of human invention, and to reject all 
tradition, but not to discard any thing merely 
because it had been sanctioned by the corrupt 
church, from which they separated. Looking 
only to the written word of God for their 
guidance; and, where it was necessary, to 
seek assistance as to the interpretation of any 
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of its doctrines or precepts, inquiring into the 
practices and opinions of the earliest and 
purest times ; they built their fair and spot- 
less fabric on that foundation, which never 
can be shaken.'' 

" How happy it seems that nothing was 
left to tradition, and that enough was written 
in the Bible to direct them in forming their 
new church on the same model as those^ which 
had been established by the apostles." 

" Yes, Mary, that was indeed a great and 
extraordinary blessing, to be attributed only 
to God's special and particular providence. 
He caused the servants, whom he had chosen 
for the work, to write exactly what he saw 
expedient for his purpose, neither more nor 
less." 

*^ How many persons were employed in 
writing the New Testament, grandmama?'' 

'* There were nine persons, Henry ; and 
we should with gratitude reflect on the asto- 
nishing circumstance of their all agreeing in 
the same statement of facts and doctrines, 
although they wrote in different places, and 
at different times from each other. Paul had 

l2 
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a principal share in the work, and was made 
an instrument of lasting and most extensive 
good to mankind, being chosen to write four- 
teen epistles. His visits and preaching would 
soon have been forgotten by a thoughtless and 
ungrateful world ; the reports or traditions of 
them might have been corrupted or lost, but 
his written words will never fail.*' 

" It is sad to think that even St. Paul, who 
did so much good, should be forgotten,*" said 
Mary. 

^^ It is still more sad, my child, to think 
that even our blessed Saviour, by whom alone 
we may have life, might have been equally 
forgotten, but for that gospel, through which 
we are enabled to look back on him, to retrace 
his footsteps through the world, and to refresh 
our memory as to all he did and suffered 
for us. Here, in this blessed book, we 
have also such strong examples of how others 
loved and remembered him, as ought to put 
our feeble services and fainter recollections to 
the blush.'' 

** I wish we knew which of all his servants 
remembered him best,'' said Henry. 
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^^ It would be a useless piece of knowledge, 
since we arc certain that they each remem* 
bered him to their latest breath. It is, how- 
ever, known, that amongst them all, no 
one was more faithfully or affectionately de- 
voted to his service, than the apostle, whose 
history we have been recording, and whose 
life now draws near to its close.*" 

^^ Oh I shall we hear nothing more about 
his coming to Ireland ?" 

" No, Henry : I have said, it is not fully 
ascertained whether he ever came or not; 
nor can his footsteps be traced with any cer- 
tainty from the time of his quitting Rome 
after his imprisonment, until his return there 
again in the ninth year of Nero^s reign. You 
may remember in Roman history, that this 
monster set fire to his own metropolis, that he 
might enjoy the sight of human suffering, and 
also have an opportunity of charging the 
Christians with the crime. The people, 
tliough well aware that the charge was false, 
felt glad of any pretext for persecuting a sect 
which they abhorred : and nothing could be 
more dreadful than the cruelties now inflicted 



I 
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on their victims. Paul, with many hundred 
fellow-sufferers, was thrown into prison, and 
only taken thence to be led to execution. 
Baronius tells us, that in the church of Saint 
Mary, beyond the bridge in Rome, the pil- 
lars are yet standing to which he was bound, 
where he was barbarously scourged, before he 
was taken from the town. He was marched 
into the country, three miles from Rome, to 
a place called the Aquae-Salvise : and on the 
way, by the force of his example and preach- 
ing, he made such a deep impression on the 
soldiers by whom he was surrounded, that 
three of them became his converts ; and a 
few days after, on their refusing to renounce 
the Christian faith, they were also put to 
death, at the inhuman emperor'^s com- 
mand. 

^'Arrived at the place of execution, a block 
was prepared for beheading Paul, since, as a 
Roman, he could not be deprived of life in 
any more dishonourable manner ; and, after 
a few moments of solemn preparation^ he 
stretched his exhausted frame upon the earth, 
and cheerfully laid down his head, while the 
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practised executioner stood ready to sever it 
from his body. The stroke fell — a single 
blow was sufficient : his sufferings were not 
prolonged — his death was instantaneous: in 
a moment his ransomed spirit mounted into 
realms of joy, to reap a rich reward, and 
dwell for ever in the presence of his Grod. 

** Although we have already dwelt so long 
upon the history of Saint Paul, I think you 
will all desire to know whatever can be learn- 
ed from authentic authors of his character 
and personal appearance. He was, says 
Stackhouse, a laborious inquirer into truth, 
low, and of slender stature ; his complexion 
was fair, and his head smaU, with thick hair 
and beard ; his countenance grave, his nose 
long and gracefully formed, and his eyes 
carrying great beauty and sweetness. As his 
make was not athletic, so neither was his con- 
stitution strong : of this, however, he never 
complained. His patience under every va- 
ried kind of trial was, indeed, remarkable. 
He seems to have possessed a soul steeled 
with constancy and resolution, whose courage 
was impenetrable, and over which no tempta- 
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tioD, either from the hopes or £»rs of this 
life, could have the lightest oootroul. He 
had a dear and sound judgment, a ready and 
retentive memory ; bis temperance was great, 
and his kindness and charity were so ad- 
mirable, as to make him frequently toil with 
his own hands for the relief of the distressed.^ 

^^ How manly and courageous he seems to 
have been,^ said Henry, after a little reflec- 
tion : ^^ I think he was quite as clever as he 
was good." 

" And yet, Henry, when you are grown a 
man, and have gone out into life, you will hear 
the tboughtless and the wicked of the world 
say, that it is only weak or silly people, who 
are followers of Christ. Do not forget, then, 
that we have here a man of courageous cha- 
racter, sound judgment, and strong sense, 
devoting his whole life to the service of the 
gospel. You see him travelling from clime 
to clime, enduring every species of fatigue, 
mortification and hardship, sacrificing all the 
early habits and long-indulged pleasures of 
his life, and persisting in his newly-adopted 
course unchanged by scoffs or ridicule, un- 
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subdued by want and suffering, undisturbed 
by ingratitude and undismayed by death. 

" Such, through the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, was Saint Paul, the once cruel and 
implacable Saul of Tarsus. And, with this 
example before him, let not any penitent sin- 
ner, blessed as we all are with a promise of 
the same assistance, despair of amendment, 
or doubt of receiving pardon. 

" We have now only to add, that he was 
buried two miles from Rome, in the Via Oa- 
ttensisy and that over his grave was erected by 
Constantine the Great, a stately church, 
adorned with a hundred columns of the most 
beautiful workmanship, — the whole edifice 
being ornamented in the most costly and 
magnificent manner." 

^^ But what good did that do to poor Saul 
of Tarsus ?*" said Henry. 

" What good, you should rather say, 
would it do to happy Saul ? None, my child, 
it is true ; but it did good to others : it stood, 
a lasting monument of his conversion, and 
seemed to say to all who entered, — * Think 
of the lowly tent-maker, the humbled, thecon« 
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verted, and penitent Saul of Tarsus. Think of 
his change of heart, his faith, his prayers, his 
zeal, his fervent charity. Recollect his con- 
stancy in suffering, his patient endurance even 
unto the end. O think of these things, and be 
ye, one and all, like-minded with him."* Yes, 
my boy, the last crumbling stone, that remains 
in that edifice, should say to you, and to each 
rational creature who approaches it, — * Re- 
member that here lies, honoured and revered, 
the remains of one, who, having been dead 
in trespasses and sin, was yet raised by 
Christ our Lord, to life eternal. Enter, and 
seek in prayer the same blessing. He obtained 
it by repentance and faith. Do like him ; 
fight the good fight of faith, run manfully 
the race set before you, and doubt not, but 
earnestly believe, that you shall obtain the 
same reward, and be admitted to share with 
him in joys unspeakable and full of glory."" 

As the party arose at the conclusion of the 
evening, to retire to their respective apart- 
ments, Mary's eyes became filled with tears 
at the recollection that she was to lose her 
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cousins in the morning, and that their studies, 
which they so greatly enjoyed together, and 
especially their Sunday reading, must now for 
a long time be pursued by them separately. 
The regret was indeed mutual, but each en- 
deavoured to comfort the other with a hope 

of meeting in the spring, when Mrs. T 

promised to take her daughter on a visit to 

C Hall. Here it was expected that all 

their accustomed enjoyments would be re- 
newed, amongst which was reckoned the com- 
pletion of Mrs. C 's first series of lives. 

And each of the girls agreed to try who 
should obtain, during the period of their se- 
paration, the nicest collection of books to add 
to their Sunday library. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

On the first Sunday evening after their re- 

turn home, Mrs. C , Emily, and Henry, 

met once more in their usual haunt, the 
waterfall arbour, to enjoy an hour's retire- 
ment within its pleasant shade. The young 
people had just returned from a long walk, 
having been to visit a pensioner, whom, to 
their great delight, they found recovered 
from a dangerous illness, with which she had 
been attacked during their absence. 

They came back, therefore, in high spirits, 

describing to Mrs. C the happiness of 

the good old woman's family at her restora- 
tion. Panting with fatigue and pleasure, 
they all sat down, well disposed to enjoy the 
quiet rest and refreshing coolness, which 
awaited them in their favourite retreat. 
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" How delightful it is to rest when one is 
really tired ! ^ exclaimed Emily. 

'* How cool and comfortable you appear, 
dear grandmama, whilst we are panting for 
breath and gasping with heat,'' said Henry, 
as they threw themselves upon their seats; 
" but now do tell me if you have been sitting 
here, in this solitary arbour, quite alone, 
ever since we left you ?" 

^^ I have been sitting here ever since, I ac- 
knowledge, but neither solitary nor alone. I 
have had several pleasant visitors, Henry, 
since you have been with me." 

"O! who were they, grandmama? I 
wish I had staid at home to have seen them. 
I do so like pleasant visitors ! "^ cried he, 
starting to her side, forgetful of his fatigue. 

" They probably would not have pleased 
you, my child, so much as they did me; 
for the visitors I speak of were my own 
thoughts: and I believe you must wait till- 
you are as old as I am, before you can expect 
to find such companions equally pleasant.'' 

" Grandmama," said he, after some mo- 
ments reflection, " I should like to hear what 
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sort of thoughts they were^ that seemed to you 
such pleasant companions. I should greatly 
like to try if I could not think them pleasant 
too.'' 

" Well, then, my love, just as you entered, 
I was indulging pretty much the same thought 
as that which your sister at the moment 
expressed.'' 

" What — ^that it is very delightful to rest 
when one is tired ! Well, I am sure I can 
think that too !" 

*^ I had been watching your poor friend 
Drudger, the miller's horse, enjoying the 
respite, which he is allowed on this day from 
his labour at the wheel, and lying at rest 
among the farmer's herd of cows. He was 
stretched upon the mossy sod close by the 
river's bank with his eyes half closed, and 
was basking luxuriously in the sun. Like 
all the cattle around him, he seemed to know 
no want ; or, I should rather say, his state 
of ease and comfort appeared to afford him 
positive happiness. Whilst regarding them, 
I could not help reflecting how good that 
God must be, who has made the dumb crea- 
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tures of the eaxth with the capability of feel- 
ing pleasure, and who has provided so largely 
for their enjoyment Then came another 
thought. Since God took care to form them 
for enjoyment, and graciously provided such 
means of comfort even for the beasts that 
perish, will he not also be careful for us, his 
rational creatures, whom he has made to 
know and serve him ? Will he not still more 
graciously supply our wants, and provide for 
our happiness, both here, and in that future 
world where we can do nothing for ourselves ? 
He has formed me, I said to myself, with 
the capability of loving Him ; has made me 
desire to live in his presence, and to enter into 
his re.st. Unless, then, I swerve from the 
appointed path, and wilfully wander from his 
way, he will assuredly lead me also to refresh- 
ing pastures, beside fountains of living water, 
in his own eternal kingdom.'' 

" Well, grandmama, though you think me 
a silly boy sometimes, yet I can enjoy that 
thought very much, and think it a very nice 
pleasant one too ; so pray go on, and tell me 
what you thought next/' 
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"Why, I happened then to turn my eyes 
towards our poor old shejAerd's cottage. I 
saw its owner, and you may still see him, sit- 
ting beneath that spreading oak, with his poor 
blind wife, as usual, close by his side ; whilst 
six helpless grandchildren, for whose support, 
as well as hers, he toils incessantly through-^ 
out the week, sported in childish happiness 
around them. 

** Their widowed mother, still bowed down 
by sorrow and worn with constant labour, 
sat at the other side, resting her head upon 
her father's shoulder. A book was in her 
hand, which I supposed to be the Bible, and 
from which she appeared sometimes to read 
aloud. At intervals, however, she laid it 
down, as she and the old man gazed upon the 
youthful group, who at one moment sat at their 
feet listening to its contents, or at others 
sported at some distance, whilst, probably, 
their mother read those parts, to which she 
thought it needless to call their attention. 

" Having so often observed the same party 
at work in the neighbouring factory, the little 
children toiling to perform their daily allotted 
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task, and the father and daughter unceas- 
ingly at labour to provide a supply of bread 
for all their wants, oould not but rejoice to 
see them now at rest ; nor could I fail to be 
struck with the kind and provident wisdom 
of Him, who had ordained this cessation of 
labour once in every week, to let tired nature 
recruit and renovate in the enjoyment of lei- 
sure and repose. Then, again, I felt how 
sure it was that He who thus, with fatherly 
compassion, watches over his creatures in this 
their appointed state of trial, will with the 
same continued tenderness, preserve them, 
and provide for their enjoyment when present 
with him in the realms of everlasting life." 

" Grandmama, it certainly was very good 
of God to appoint a day of rest for poor peo- 
ple, and for beasts, and for all the world ; 
but I wonder he did not leave every body to 
choose his own sabbath ; then each person 
would have chosen the day when he was most 
tired, and when rest would be most pleasant 
and convenient to him.'* 

** If you reflect a little, Henry, I fancy 
you will find God^s way in this matter, as in 

M 
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all other things, wiser and better than your 
way, or that of any other being. Suppose 
for a moment, that he had allowed all persons 
to choose their own weekly day of rest, what 
kind of a world should we have had to live 
in ? Do you think it would have been very 
orderly ? " 

•* How do you mean, grandmama ?" 

" You expect Lucas to send you home your 
new suit of clothes to-morrow, do you not, 
preparatory to our visiting Sir Robert and 
Lady Onslow ? 

"Yes!'' 

" Suppose, then, that Lucas were to choose 
to-morrow for his day of rest, and send you 
word you could not have the clothes ? " 

" Then I would take them from him, and 
send them off to Tom's friend, Mr. Flint, who 
happens to be a much better tailor, and never 
disappointed any body." 

But the day might be his sabbath also." 
Why then, I must only wait for them 
till Friday.'' 

" So far so good ! and Friday we will say was 
our appointed rest, and we could not stir from 
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liome, so that would answer very well. We 
would now suppose the clothes come, and all 
ready on that night; you might therefore 
ring the bell, and tell the coachman to pre- 
pare for a long journey the next morning, 
and bid him have the carriage at the door as 
early as you please." 

" And't please you, Sir," said Emily, pre- 
tending to touch her hat, and speaking so like 
Thomas, the fat coachman, that Henry at first 
thought he was in the room. " And 't please 
you. Sir, I can't go to-morrow ; it is to be my 
jsabbath. Sir ; and being the last day of the 
week. Sir, I can't on no account at all. Sir, 
postpone it. I assure you. Sir, to be obliging 
to one person or other, I have put it off al- 
.ready. Sir, and't please you, to the very last 
moment." 

** Indeed, then, Mr. Coachman, it would 
not please me at all," said Henry. " But 
bow very cross it would be of them all to fix 
their sabbath just on the days we wanted 
them." 

" So every body would think, and so every 
body would say ; and then, Henry, we should 

M 2 
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have a nice world of quarrelling and disput- 
ing and fighting, instead of spending our days 
in harmony and peace and preparation for 
another world, as Grod intended." 

^^ O ! indeed I see, grandmama, that what 
I said was very foolish, and I will always be- 
lieve again, that whatever Grod does is wiser 
and better than any thing I could think of.'^ 

" If you feel persuaded of that truth, 
Henry, you will be sure to live satisfied and 
contented to the end of your existence. The 
belief that God cannot err, and that whatever 
He ordains must be right, is the true secret 
of happiness. Trust me, my boy, the volatile 
inhabitants of foreign countries, whom you 
have heard described as laughing and dancing 
through the whole of Sunday,and the thought- 
less lovers of pleasure in our native land, who 
pass through every day in the same giddy 
manner, never experience so delightful a sen- 
sation of happiness, as those pious Christians, 
who, obeying their Master's will, separate 
themselves from the vanities of life during 
that hallowed day, and who seek only for the 
pleasures, which may be found in the enjoy- 
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ments of their own family circle, in the ser- 
vice of their fellow-creatures, and in commu« 
nion with their God." 

" I wish," said Agnes, with deep reflection 
in her countenance, ^^ I wish I had been ac- 
customed from my infancy to observe Sun- 
days as you all do here. If that had been the 
case, I should not now find it so difficult to 
remember the different things, from which I 
ought to refrain throughout that day." 

" No, my child, you would probably long 
ere this have learned to love and honour 
the day as you ought, and to feel a sort of 
allowable pride in knowing, that you were 
making one in that countless host united over 
the earth, who, though the world has been 
in existence nearly six thousand years, still 
take delight in obeying an injunction given, 
we have the best reason to believe, at the 
creation, and are thus joined with their fore- 
fathers now in heaven, who by obedience to 
the same command, have handed down His 
name to future times. 

" A day of rest kept holy in every quarter 
of the globe, when all faithful hearts are 
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raised, as it were, at the same moment to hea- 
ven, and this great work brought about and 
continued since the foundation of the world 
merely by that first simple command, appears 
to me one of the most sublime, as well as one 
of the most beautiful events, that can be con- 
ceived,'' said Mrs. C . 

" It is certainly very beautiful in idea,'* 
said Agnes ; " but — but — " 

" But what, my love ?" 

" But yet I very often find it in reality very 
dull and disagreeable. My French governess 
used to laugh immoderately at the people of 
this country for thinking it necessary, as she 
said they did, to put on long grave faces once 
every week, and to carry them about from 
Saturday night until Monday morning. She 
declared she hated an English Sunday more 
than any thing in the world, and she used to 
ridicule every body unmercifully for being so 
dull and stupid on that day.'' 

" The restrictions of the sabbath, few and 
gentle as they are, will ever make it appear 
a dull and stupid day to those, who do not 
love God, or wish to keep his command- 
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ments," said Mrs. C >. *^ But whether it 

be dull or not, the Christian must obey his 
Maker's will. He must, from its very com- 
mencement, if he be really a Christian, turn 
away his foot from following his own pleasure 
on that holy day. His own words, his own 
ways, his own pleasures, are all tending to 
sin: he must, therefore, restrain himself in 
them all, trying to preserve those about him, 
as far as he is able, from what is evil, and en- 
deavouring to promote within himself and 
others every feeling that is pious, charitable, 
thankful, and contented. If you do this, 
my beloved children, in submission to your 
heavenly Father^s will, and despise the scoffs 
of the world, however dull or stupid the day 
may at first appear, you may rely on his pro- 
mised reward.'' 

" What is that, grandmama ?^' said Henry. 

" A blessing from above, which will in time 
make the observance of the day delightful to 
you, and which will lead you onward in the 
path of virtue, until you shall become, like 
Jacob, the favoured and happy servant of 
God.^ 
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" And is there such a promise in Script 
ture?'' asked Agnes. 

" Can any one present tell Agnes, where 
such a promise is to be found ?^ 

" I can/' said Emily. « It is m the 68tli 
chapter of Isaiah, and the two last verses. I 
taught it to Henry last Sunday.'' 

^^ Then you may call on him to repeat it 
now,'' said Mrs. C 

^^ But may I punish either of the girls, who 
cannot say it first, and put them down to the 
bottom of the class, the way you do the 
naughty little children at your school ?" said 
Henry. 

^^ I am sure, Henry, I ought to be put 
down,*' said Agnes, blushing deeply, " since 
I do not know even one word of any such pro- 
mise." 

" My dear girl, you deserve no blame in 

the matter," said Mrs. C . " Henry 

could not put you to the bottom of his clasa 
for not knowing what you have never been 
taught. Those who have learned it, and who 
pay no attention to the command, are they 
who merit punishment. Next Sunday even- 
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ing I shall, however, expect that you too, my 
love, will be able to repeat the verses, and that 
you will try with Emily, which can give Henry 
the best explanation of them.**' 

The young people then requested to know 
which apostle^s life they were to have for this 
evening's reading ; and Mrs. C — — , having 
collected her papers, was preparing to answer 
the question, when Henry challenged his sif- 
ter and cousin to guess what martyrdom she 
was about to commence. Henry, to set them 
the example, began immediately to name se- 
veral persons of whom he remembered some- 
thing in the Bible. The girls too were no- 
thing loth : they also tried, but failing in their 
attempts, and Henry making them all laugh 
by guessing persons, who never were either 
apostles or martyrs, the girls at length said it 
would be wiser to let their grandmother put 
the matter out of doubt, which she immedi- 
ately did by commencing 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE LIFE AND MARTYRDOM OF ANDREW 

THE FISHER. 



« When brothers part for manhood's race. 
What gift may not endearing pro^e. 

To keep fond memory in her place, 
And certify a brother's love ? 

Whoe'er thou art, would'st grave thy name 

Deeply within a brother's heart ; 
Look on this saint, and learn to frame 

Thy love-charm with true Christian art. 

Christian Year. 



" The land of Palestine, before the birth of 
our blessed Saviour, was divided into three 
district provinces, Galilee, Judea, and Sama- 
ria. The first was highly favoured, even be- 
yond the other two, for loveliness of country. 
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fertility of soil, and salubrity of climate. 
These advantages, however, so far from mak- 
ing its early inhabitants grateful and obedient 
to him, who had bestowed on them so many 
blessings, rather led to a careless forgetful- 
ness of his will. 

'' After various punishments designed in 
mercy to remind them of their duty, and to 
bring them back into the paths of virtue, they 
were threatened with a dreadful vengeance, 
unless they should repent and turn from their 
evil ways : and on their continued disobe- 
dience, their land was given up to the Assy- 
rians, who were suffered io subdue it, and to 
treat them with such severity as their crimes 
deserved. 

" Then, when it was too late, they lamented 
their ingratitude and mourned for their sin ; 
they cried unto the Lord in their distress, and 
poured out their prayer when his chastening 
was upon them. But though he heard and 
pitied their affliction, he knew it to be needful 
for them. The Assyrians were suffered to 
become their masters^ and were made the in- 
struments of their punishment. 
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" Nevertheless, God was not forgetful of 
his children, although th^y had so long for- 
gotten Him. He could not indeed, without 
changing the course of events, which his pro* 
videuQe had ordered, and perhaps oppressing 
others who were less guilty, alter the lot 
which they had brought upon themselves; 
but he felt the most tender compassion for 
their affliction, and sent the prophet Isaiah^ 
his chosen and faithful servant, to comfort 
them with a promise, that however poor or 
miserable their circumstances now might be, 
although they walked for the present in dark- 
ness and dwelt under oppression, yet they 
should not always be forgotten ; the Messiah 
should come to be their deliverer, and by his 
Spirit, doctrines, and teaching, should en- 
lighten, comfort^ and civilize their whole 
country. 

^^ Having been the first among the nations 
to share in the calamities brought on by the 
invasion of the Assyrians, they should be the 
first, Isaiah said, to enjoy the prerogative of 
their blessed Saviour's appearance, and should 
have cause one day to sing with hymns of joy,; 
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^ Behold, the peofde that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light ! they that dwell in the 
land of the diadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined." 

** Grandmama,'' said Henry, hesitating 
from the fear that he was going to say some- 
thing wrong, ^^ I do not think such a promise 
would have given me much comfort ; it was 
not, you know, to be fulfilled for such a long 
time.*** 

*^ Those who are at the height of happi- 
ness, Henry, can judge very little what will 
give comfort to the miserable,'^ said Mrs. 

C . *' Though you seem to despise the 

promise, yet the Galileans, humbled and sub- 
dued by their sufferings, received it with joy. 
Perceiving from it that there was kindness 
in reserve for their children, they understood 
that they could not themselves be utterly for- 
saken, and believed that even for them, sin- 
ful as they had been, there was still mercy 
reserved in a better world. I, Henry, can 
very easily imagine the comfort, which the 
Galileans must have received from the mes- 
sage of Isaiah. I, even at this moment, ex- 
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perience a consolation greatly resembling what 
they must have derived from it." 
" What can that be, grandmama ?" 
" I live, my child, in a country, and at a 
period, when the land I love, and the faith I 
profess, are subjected to severe trials. An 
host of the Assyrians, to punish our strange 
forgetfulness of Grbd, have been permitted to 
assail our religion, threatening to lay it even 
with the dust. But we have the sure word 
of promise, that it shall not fall, since it is 
founded on the Rock of ages. 

^* The coming in of various prophecies con- 
cerning its present state of trial and the final 
downfall of its enemies, give me the most com- 
fortable hope, that although I may probably 
see wars and troubles during my own short 
day of life, yet that God has a blessing in 
store for the days, when I shall be at rest, and 
when you, my children, will, I trust, see peace 
and prosperity in your native land, and bro- 
therly love and Christian fellowship amongst 
your countrymen. Such, too, I should hope, 
may have been the comfortable expectation of 
the Galileans, whom we must now, however, 
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leave in their darkness and sorrow, and hasten 
forward to that moment, when their glory 
should appear, and when the day-spring from 
on high should visit them. 

*^ In the province of Galilee there is an ex- 
panse of water, called, in the time of our Sa- 
viour, the lake of Gennesareth, which, besides 
adorning and refreshing the country, brought 
many blessings to the surrounding neighbour- 
hood. It is in length one hundred furlongs, 
and in breadth forty. Its waters are pure and 
clear, sweet and wholesome : it is stored with 
several kinds of fish, difiPerent from those of 
other seas, and its banks, generally speaking, 
are no less favoured than its waters. Perhaps 
one of the earliest settlements made upon its 
shore was a small bethsaida, or fishing-house, 
which stood at the north-eastern extremity, 
just where the river Jordan falls into the lake. 
This shelter had been at first erected for the 
convenience of those, who obtained their live- 
lihood by fishing. But from a single house, 
it had soon grown into a pleasant village, which 
retained the same name, and in time it became 
a famous and an honoured city, whose site 
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will be respected while the world shall 
last. 

^^ As fishing was the staple trade of the 
place, its inhabitants were of course chiefly 
composed of fishermen; and amongst them 
was a man called Jona, remarkable for his 
having been blessed with two sons, whom Pro- 
vidence had destined to distinguished honours, 
and who were highly spoken of for virtuous 
conduct, industry and attachment to each 
other. They were brought up to the same 
trade with their father, and pursued his busi- 
ness until well advanced in life. At last, hear- 
ing a strange rumour, that a person called 
John Baptist had appeared in Galilee, urging 
the Jews to repentance and reformation of 
life, and declaring that the Messiah, whose de- 
scent had been so long foretold, was now really 
at hand, and was coming to dwell amongst 
them, the brothers felt desirous to learn, if all 
that report had stated of this extraordinary 
person, was true. 

Andrew, the youngest of the two, who 
could probably be best spared from their 
necessary avocations, immediately left his bu- 
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siness and went into the adjoining wilderness, 
where he was told the holy man resided, to 
hear whatever could be learned on this mo- 
mentous subject. 

" He found the Baptist standing by the river 
Jordan, clothed in sackcloth, and having a lea- 
thern girdle about his loins. Careless of all 
the comforts and conveniences of life, he stood 
teaching and baptizing the multitude, intent 
only on preparing their minds to receive and 
obey the coming Saviour, declaring to them, 
as the prophet Isaiah had expressed it, ^ the 
acceptable year of the Lord, preparing His 
way, and making His path straight."* 

" One day, whilst Andrew was standing 
by the Baptist attending to his lectures on 
the river^s bank, a stranger of mild, dignified, 
and holy appearance, drew nigh. On his ap- 
proach, John immediately announced, that 
this was he, of whom he had been speaking, 
the Messiah whom they all so long desired to 
see, * The Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sins of the world.' 

^^ On receiving this information, Andrew, 
and another of John's disciples, watched the 

N 
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Stranger as be passed by, and went after him 
at an humble distanoe. But he, knowing who 
it was that followed Him, turned about, and 
mildly said to them, ^ What seek ye?^ 
Taken by surprise, and unprepared to give a 
direct answer, they replied to the question by 
asking another, — ^ Master, where dwellest 
thou ? ^ Then Jesus kindly invited them to 
come with him and see. And they went and 
saw where he dwelt, and abode with him the 
whole day, conferring with him and receiving 
his instructions until their faith in his being 
the Messiah was fully confirmed. 

" Thus persuaded, Andrew immediately 
hastened back to tell his family the joyful news ; 
and, meeting first with his beloved brother Si- 
mon, he exclaimed, ^ We have found the Mes- 
siah ! the Christ ! '—and without loss of time, 
brought him to the place, where he had him- 
self seen the Lord, that he also might have 
the advantage of seeing and conversing with 
him. Then both remained with him for a 
short season. Jesus did not, however, at that 
time think fit to desire their stay ; but i^ter 
a conference with Peter, which will be more 
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properly related in that Apostle's Life, he suf- 
fered the brothers to return home, where they 
continued to pursue their humble occupation, 
rejoicing that light had at last risen on their 
country, and that the yoke of bondage of 
cruelty and oppression was now to be re- 
moved. Yet they knew not exactly how this 
was to be brought about, and probably still 
expected, like the rest of their nation, that 
Christ would prove himself an earthly prince, 
a mighty warrior, who should lead them all 
to battle, and teach them to subdue their 
enemies by force of arms. 

" In this uncertain state of expectation, they 
remained for upwards of a year, when one day 
as the two brethren were casting their nets into 
the lake, Jesus drew nigh and came to them 
on the shore, speaking to them in these im- 
pressive words : * Come ye after me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men/" 

** Grandmama," said Henry, " do stop for 
a few minutes, and let me ask you one ques- 
tion. Why did Jesus Christ choose such 
very poor, mean persons to be his apostles and 
servants ? I think^ if I had been in his place, 

n2 
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I should have chosen the cleverest, and wisest, 
and most learned people I could have found 
to preach my gospel ; and you know he might 
have chosen any person He pleased. I won- 
der He did not do so.*" 

" Had yours, or any other human wisdom 
been employed to manage the business, Henry, 
I am sure quite different measures would have 
been adopted. The best educated men, the 
greatest orators and the most subtle arguers 
would certainly have been selected to reason 
with their stubborn fellow creatures, and 
bring them to an acknowledgment of the 
truth.'' 

" Yes, indeed, grandmama, that is exactly 
what I should have done; and then, you 
know, they would immediately have silenced 
every body and been able to overcome even 
the philosophers and learned Rabbins, who 
were so fond of disputing and arguing with 
them. I wonder why such people were not 
chosen." 

" I will tell you why, Henry. Our Saviour 
knew that in after ages, when men would by 
degrees forget the event of His descent, and all 
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the wonderful circumstances of His residence 
on earth, doubters and cavillers would arise, 
who, growing tired of the restraints of religion, 
would say, that those wise and learned persons 
had silenced every body by subtlety of argu- 
ment and not by force of truth, and that 
they had taught the world a cunningly-devised 
fj^ble of their own invention." 

" Ah P said Agnes, " many simple and 
well-intentioned persons might then have been 
induced to credit what they said, not know- 
ing how to contradict the assertion/' 

" But now,'' said Emily, " we could all 
give an answer to such objectors : even I could 
tell them, that a set of poor ignorant fishermen, 
who knew neither how to write nor read, could 
not have invented such a wonderful and beau- 
tiful story." 

" And even if they had,'' said Mrs. C , 

" they could never have persuaded the world 
to believe that it was true, when every body 
around them could have stood up and told 
them it was false, and that no such transac- 
tions had happened in the country." 

" O !" said Agnes, " if the apostles had 
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only beea telling falsehoods, Saint Stephen 
and Saint Paul, whose histories show, that 
they were killed merely for insisting on the 
truth of what they said, would soon have re^ 
called their words, and have saved their lives 
by ackTM)wledging the cheat." 

" They would, indeed, my dear Agnes ; 
instead of which, you will find, when you have 
read each Apostle^s Life, that not one amongst 
the whole company ever varied or drew back 
in the statement of their story ; but that they 
all persevered in it without faltering, through 
poverty, suffering, agony and torture, even 
to their death." 

" That reminds me of some lines of Dry- 
den, which you once made me get by heart, 
grandmama,^ said Emily ; and being asked 
to repeat them, she readily gave the following 
quotation : 

" Whence, but from heaven, should men unskilled in arts, 
In different ages born, in different parts. 
Weave such agreeing truths ? or how, or why. 
Should they conspire to cheat us with a lie 1 
Unasked their pains, ungrateful their advice : 
Spirving their gains, and martyrdom their price." 
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^* The lines are indeed very applicable/' 
said Mrs. C , ** and bring to my mind 
an anecdote which bears on the same point 

^^ There was once a great philosopher, 
called Celsus, who, thinking himself very wise, 
like you, Henry, objected that the apostles 
were a set of mean illit^ate mechanics, sorry 
mariners and fishermen, who were not fit or 
proper persons to teach the doctrines of a 
sublime religion. But Origen, a wiser man 
than he, replied to him, ^ If such persons, 
with uncontrolled success, prevailed over the 
whole learned world, if they obliged men to 
credit and obey their simple word, conquer- 
ing by mere force of truth those, who had the 
greatest abilities and the most inveterate 
prejudices against them, then it was a clear 
proof, that they spoke and acted by divine 
inspiration. I confidently believe/ conti- 
nued Origen, * that the holy Jesus made 
choice of such preachers on purpose to make 
it clear to every understanding, that there was 
no art or design in what they said, but that 
they preached from facts, and had the power 
and Spirit of God going along with them in 
all they taught.''' 
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I like Origen very much," said Henry. 

He was a great deal wiser than Cdsus, I 
think, and I am sure he spoke out boldly and 
courageously, just the way papa would have 
done, if he had been there. Will you now, 
grandmama, let us hear what Andrew and 
Peter did, when our Saviour desired them to 
follow him r 

^^ They listened to the call with humble . 

and obedient hearts," said Mrs. C , and 

in the next chapter we shall hear how they 
acted. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

" Although the apostles could not, at the 
moment, understand what our Saviour meant 
by saying, he would make them to become 
fishers of men, yet they did not hesitate to 
obey his call." 

" And what did he mean, grdndmama ? for 
I cannot guess.'' 

" He meant, that the apostles should have 
power to draw away the souls of men from 
the darkness of error into the light of truth, 
just as they had hitherto drawn fishes upon 
land from the depths of the sea. But whe- 
ther the brothers comprehended the fcrll 
meaning of the words, or whether they con- 
ceived from them, as some imagined, that 
they were now to be engaged in warfare 
against their enemies, they did not stop to 
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parley on the subject, but immediately for- 
sook their nets, left all, and foUowed their 
Master. 

" From that time, Andrew continued a con- 
stant attendant on our Saviour'^s person, and 
was soon afterwards called to all the offices 
and honours of the apostolate. Like the other 
apostles, he received power to cast out un- 
clean spirits, to heal all manner of sickness 
and disease among the people, and was ap- 
pointed to go forth with the rest, to preach 
the gospel to mankind. 

" There is not, however, great mention 
made of him any more than of the other dis- 
ciples during the lifetime of his Master, and 
it is not until after the Ascension, that we 
know any thing of his particular history ; nor 
are the circumstances, with which we are 
made acquainted, until near the period of his 
death, so copious or interesting, as those which 
we shall have to relate of his brother. 

^^ It is generally affirmed by the ancients, 
that the apostles were guided by the Holy 
Spirit to draw lots for which parts of the world 
they should separately take as the fields, i& 
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which they were to labour. In this division 
Andrew had Scythia and its neighbouring 
countries allotted as his province. First, he 
travelled into Cappadocia, Galatia and Bi- 
thynia, passing along the Euxine Sea, until 
he arrived at the innermost solitudes of Scy- 
thia, where he met with many Jews and con- 
verts. Returning he afterwards came to 
Nice, preaching and working miracles with 
great success. 

^^ Ah, grandma^ll^'' said Henry, ^^ I wish 
he had been at Nice, when you were there. 
He would have taught those nasty Douaniers 
better than to let them search your carriage 
and take away your Bible and Prayer Book, 
for fear you should use them to make con- 
verts in the town.'' 

^^ It was at Nice in Piedmont that this 
took place, Henry : the Nice now spoken of 
was in Bithynia. The religion taught by 
Andrew must, however, have been strangely 
perverted, before such acts of bigotry could 
have been allowed in any part of the globe : 
but I trust the day is coming, when the pure 
faith will rise again in Piedmont^ and wheire- 
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erer dse it has been perreited tliioughout 
the whcie worid. 

^ It wcMild be needless to recount the nu- 
merous pboes, whidi were risited by Andrew 
after his departure from Nice, or the difficul- 
ties, dangers and discouragements he en- 
countered in them all ; but he still went on 
doing his ^iaster^s work according to His 
wflL 

^^ At one place be met with a piece of unex- 
pected good fortune, which made him very 
happy. Having reached the city of Sinope, 
situated on the Euxine Sea, and famous, as 
you, I am sure, remember, Emily, both for 
the birth and burial of the great king Mi-' 
thridates, he was passing along the streets 
intent on the business of his calling, when he 
was met by his beloved brother Simon, whom 
he could not have coniSdently reckoned upon 
ever again beholding, and who was equally 
oveijoyed with himself at the meeting* 

" Here they remained for a considerable 
time, pursuing their great work together with 
constancy and success. On their departure 
the inhabitants testified their affectionate re- 
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membrance of the brothers, by preserving 
and exhibiting to a late period the two 
chairs made of white stone, on which they 
used to sit, whilst teaching the people : but 
their brethren, the Jews, who were the chief 
inhabiters of the town, became exasperated 
against the apostles, and having chased Peter 
from the place, plotted to bum the house 
where Andrew resided . 

" Failing in this, they seized and treated 
him with such savage cruelty as is dreadful 
to relate or think of. They flung him on the 
ground, stamped upon him with their feet, 
dragged him along the earth from street to 
street, some beating him with heavy clubs, 
some pelting him with stones, and others, yet 
more savage, tearing the flesh from his bones 
with their teeth. 

" Convinced that they had dispatched him, 
they cast him out of the city to be devoured 
by dogs. Their astonishment was however 
great, to see him a short time after, walking 
publicly about the town, fearless of further 
violence and performing several miracles of 
healing amongst the people, wliich induced 
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them to suppose, that he had been himself 
miraculously restored to life: whether that 
was really the case or not, has not been ascer- 
tained.* The belief, however, led the people 
to a better feeling towards him, and enabled 
him to make several converts amongst these, 
his bitterest enemies, before he departed from 
their country," 

'^ I would not have staid one instant among 
them," said Henry, " if I had been he.*^ 

" Then, my boy, you would have lost a 
noble opportunity of proving, that Christian 
principles endue the soul with more strength 
and courage, more brotherly love and truer 
feelings of charitable forgiveness, than any 
other principle on earth." 

*' His return amongst them," said Emily, 
'^ was indeed a strong proof of courage and 
forgiveness ; but in going, he probably knew 
that such conduct would have the best chance 
of softening their hearts towards him, and 
making them listen to the truth. Who, how- 
ever, except a Christian, would have volunta- 
rily exposed himself to such treatment again ?" 

* Stackhouse. 
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Atid all,^ rejoined Agnes, *^ to do good 
to such wicked wretches. Even Pagans will, 
I know, endanger their lives for their friends, 
but none except Christians would, I believe, 
run such risks for their enemies.*^ 

^^ That is something like what St. Paul 
said to the Romans/' said Emily. ^ Scarceltf 
for a righteous man will one die, yet perad- 
venture, for a good man, some would even 
dare to die.' '* 

" But Christ," rejoined Mrs. C , 
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proved his love towards us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners and enemies, he died for 
us : and following his example, every good 
Christian would willingly hazard the sacrifice 
of his own life, when by so doing he could 
save an immortal soul. Such was at least the 
effect of his blessed example on Andrew: 
notwithstanding all he had already endured, 
fearing neither death nor suffering in any 
shape, in which it could present itself, he 
went from place to place, and country to 
country, amongst people the most barbarous 
and untractable, trying to teach men how 
little value should be set on this vain life, 
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and endeavouring to win over their faith and 
gratitude for that atoning sacrifice, which 
•was to purchase for them a life of immor- 
tality. 

" The places which he visited, as well as 
the dangers and fatigues he encountered dur- 
ing many following years, are much too nu- 
merous to mention : we shall only remark, 
that he had at last the satisfaction of being 
able to revisit Sinope, to encourage and con- 
firm the Christians, whom he had left there, 
and whom he still found firm in the faith he 
had taught them. 

" Having more fully established their 
church, and appointed Philologus, formerly 
one of St. Paul's disciples, bishop of the 
city, he took leave of all his friends there 
and departed for a town at some distance, 
where he founded another very flourishing 
church ; and meeting with Stachys, another 
of St. Paul's disciples, whom that apostle 
calls his beloved Stachys, he ordained him 
first bishop of the place. The name of the 
place was Byzantium." 

" Byzantium, Emily, I do not remember 
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that name in my geography, but you remem- 
ber every place; do show it to me on the 
map, and tell me if it was remarkable, like 
Sinope, for the birth and burial of a great 
king, or for any thing else, that you could tell 
me.'' 

" Come here," said his sister, " and I will 
show it to you, standing on the western shore 
of the Bosphorus, in the most lovely situation 
possible. I wish we had a clear view of it, 
Henry ; for it is said by all travellers to be the 
most beautiful city in the whole world." 

** Dear me, I wish we could see it !" said 
Henry, " but now what else can you tell 
about it ?'' 

" It was remarkable for several great 
events, and has been rendered more famous 
by one in particular, than it could ever have 
been by the- birth or burial of any king.'' 

" What was that, Emily ?" 

" The birth of a great eagle." 

" An eagle, Emily ! O do tell me all about 
it," said he, knocking his feet together with 
even more than his usual eagerness. " Emily, 
why do you stop ? Will you, grandmama, 

o 
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tell it to me? I love to hear remarkable 
events, especially about great eagles, and great 
kings, and things of that kind." 

" If you loved history as much as yo^r 
sister does, Henry, you would yourself be 
able to tell others what you are now so 
anxious to be told. You would have read in 
the history of Rome, that the Emperor Con- 
stantine the Great, had once made choice of a 
place on the eastern shore of the Hellespont, 
where he intended to build a superb town, 
which should rival all the cities of the east 
He had marked the spot, and stretched out the 
lines which were to limit its dimensions, when 
an eagle, supposed to be one from Byzantium, 
happening to catch up, or probably getting 
entangled in the cords used for the measure^ 
ment, rose with them into the air, and flying 
across the strait, dropped them on the oppo^ 
site shore in the midst of her own city. The 
emperor, conceiving that this was an omen 
directing him to make choice of that place, 
• immediately resolved to fix his residence there. 
He found that nature had furnished it with 
all the conveniences and requisites for an 
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imperial city. It was situated on an im- 
mense plain, which rose gently from the 
water's edge, commanded a view of the Hel- 
lespont and of the iSnest harbour in the 
world, where twelve hundred ships could ride 
with perfect ease and safety. Besides this, 
it could hold under controul the trade both 
of the Euxine and Mediterranean seas ; and 
what was better still, it enjoyed all the advan- 
tages of a most delicious and salubrious cli- 
mate. 

^^ Constantine, therefore, set about beau- 
tifying the place with all possible speed, 
adorning it with numberless superb edifices^ 
churches, temples and theatres ; and having 
rendered it equal to all that his own magni- 
ficent imagination could conceive, he called 
it New Rome, which name he afterwards 
changed to Constantinople, in honour of him- 
self. When all was complete, he dedicated 
his new metropolis, in the most solemn man- 
ner, to One, of whom it appears to me, he 
knew as yet but very little.'' 
** Who was that, grandmama?" 
" To the God of the martyrs. Constantine 

o 2 
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had heard of Jesus Christ and bis disciples, 
the circumstances of whose holy lives and 
cruel martyrdom could not, in those early 
times, be contradicted. He had led a Chris- 
tian army to the iSeld, and had fought with 
superstitious observance under the banner of 
tne cross, professing himself to be a Christian. 
But various acts of his life prove, that he was 
not one in heart; and it was probably from 
feeling that he was not entitled to claim our 
Saviour as the object of his own worship, that 
he dedicated his new town to the God of the 
Martyrs, whose followers now peopled the sa- 
tire East, outnumbering those of every other 
religion in those parts. By this, we may judge, 
Henry, of the influence, which these simple 
and ignorant iSshermen had obtained, through 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, over the 
minds of men. 

" Although the number of Christians at 
the era of this remarkable dedication was so 
immense, there had not elapsed more than 
two hundred and fifty years between that 
period and the time, to which we must now 
hasten back, when Andrew consecrated to 



OF ANDKVW THE FISHEB. 197 

Gkxl the first Christian church in the same 
place. 

^^ Having fully achieved that undertaking, 
we are told by the hest and most ancient au- 
thoritiesy that he was banished from the city 
by the government, and obliged to fly to Ar- 
gyrop(dis,aplacein the neighbourhood, where 
the people gladly received him, and where he 
remained for two years, preaching the gospel 
with great comfort and success. 

*^ After this, he traversed Thrace, Mace-- 
donia, Thessaly, Achaia and Epirus, in all 
which places he propagated the religion of 
Christ, confirming the ddctrines he taught 
with great signs and wonders. 

" At length he arrived at Patrae, a city of 
Achaia, where iEgeas, the Proconsul of that 
province, a very wicked man, became his de». 
cided enemy. That person having come to 
Patras, when making the rounds of his office, 
observed that multitudes had turned away 
from paganism to embrace the doctrines of 
Christianity. Enraged at this circumstance, 
he endeavoured by every art, both of favour 
and of cruelty, to bring the people back to 
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his own idolatrous worship; but he found 
them stedfast and immoveable in the faith of 
Christ. 

*^ Anxious for his salvation, in conmion with' 
that of all mankind, our apostle addressed 
him, as he had done his other converts, mildly 
and calmly acquainting him with that reli- 
gion, through which he might attain ever- 
lasting life. But the Proconsul derided 
him as an impostor, a propagator of an 
odious superstition, whose author, he re- 
minded him, had been ignominiously put to 
death by the Jews upon a cross. To this 
opprobrious speech, iEgeas added, that if 
he did not immediately renounce Christian 
flity, and ascrifice to the gods, he would 
make him suffer on the same vile instrument 
of torture. 

** When the Proconsul ceased speaking, 
Andrew mildly replied, that he did constantly 
sacrifice to the only true and holy Being, 
who had a right to demand such offerings at 
his hands. He duly observed that solemn 
sacrificial rite, which had been appointed by 
his Saviour on the night before his death : 
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lie sacrificed also to him every sinful and 
improper inclination of his heart ; and he was 
now, still further, ready to oflTer up his life in 
vindication of his Master's honour, and in 
proof, that he was indeed the Saviour and 
Redeemer of mankind. 

^^ Mgeas listened while he spoke, but he 
heard him unmoved. No feeling was stirred 
within him, except that of anger ; and he im« 
mediately ordered the apostle to be hurried 
off to prison. 

" The people, to whom Andrew was now 
very dear, alarmed and enraged at his seizure, 
broke into open mutiny, and would have res- 
cued him at every hazard ; but the apostle 
himself persuaded them to desist, and en- 
treated them to imitate on this and every 
other occasion the mild and patient conduct 
of their meek and lowly Saviour. 

** On the following morning he was brought 
before the Proconsul, who now tried a different 
plan, endeavouring calmly to reason with him, 
arguing that he ought not thus foolishly to 
throw his life away to no good end, when he 
might, by renouncing his creed, live with him 
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and enjoy the pleasmes of the wofld die re- 
mainder of his days. 

^^ ^ That could be only for a few short years 
at best,' replied the apostle ; * but if you 
will renounce your idols and heartily emlnraoe 
the Christian faith, you shall live with me for 
ever and ever in the kingdom of our Father, 
enjoying such felicity as * eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive.' Why,' added 
the apostle with affectionate energy, ' why 
will you not open your heart to receive this 
blessed religion, which I have preached with 
so much success amongst your countrymen, 
and from which they have derived such con- 
solation ? ' 

" ^ The reason,' replied the cold-hearted 
iEgeas, ^ why I have been hitherto so urgent 
with you to renounce the Christian faith, and 
to sacrifice to our gods, is, that those whom 
you have everywhere seduced, might see their 
folly in having embraced your mode of wor- 
ship, and so be brought back to that ancient 
religion, which you have made them forsake ; 
but since you refuse, you shall be crucified 
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with tortures as dreadful as any, that have 
ever been invented; and that without de- 
lay.' 

'^ The apostle answered with undisturbed 
calmness, that suffering, if endured with pa- 
tienee, would only make him more precious 
in the eyes of his compassionate Redeemer ; 
and that he would endeavour to bear whatever 
tortures might be heaped upon him, with the 
constancy that became one, who knew that the 
8u£Perings of this life could endure but for a 
short season, whereas they would * work for 
him a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory,' in that kingdom, where they should 
be followed, through the tender mercies of his 
Crod, by joys that could never end. 

" JSgeas, enraged by such unconquerable 
fortitude, could restrain himself no longer, 
and commanded that he should immediately 
be scourged with unexampled severity. Se- 
ven lictors were appointed successively to 
lash the apostle's naked body, each being 
ordered to take up the scourge, as others, 
from fatigue, were forced to lay it down. 
.This punishment, it was hoped, would soon 




SOS LIFE AXD MARTYRDOM 

exhaust the patience of the sufferer ; but see- 
ing that his invincible constancy only com- 
manded the respect of the populace, the Pro- 
consul at last ordered him to be distended 
on a cross, made in the form of the letter X, 
to which he should be bound with cords, that 
so his death might be more lingering and 
agonizing. Whilst led to execution, his man- 
ner evinced such perfect resignation andcom* 
posure of mind» that the populace cried out 
with clamour at the injustice of his sentence, 
declaring that he was an innocent and holy 
man, against whom no possible crime had 
been alleged. iEgeas however and his satel- 
lites forced them to repress t heir murmurs, 
and in spite of every opposition hurried their 
victim forward to his doom. 

^^ Having come within sight of the cross 
erected for his crucifixion, Andrew saluted it 
with a kind address, and declared that he had 
long expected the happy hour, which was now 
arrived. 

^^ The cross, he said, had been consecrated 
by bearing the sacred body of his Redeemer, 
and he now came to it joyful and triumphant, 
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being thought worthy to be received as a dis- 
ciple and follower of Him, who, despising the 
shame, had hung upon it for the salvation of 
the human race : that as it had been the in- 
strument on which his Saviour had redeemed 
the world, he did not doubt that it would 
carry him in safety to his Master. 

** Whilst they fastened him to the cross, he 
exhorted his numerous surrounding converts 
to patience, constancy and perseverance in that 
religion, which he had proclaimed to them ; 
and during the whole of two days, while he 
remained stretched in lingering tortures on 
that dreadful instrument of death, he continued, 
in the most gentle and affecting language, 
teaching, instructing and exhorting those, who 
stood around. 

" Mean time, the most urgent importuni- 
ties were used by the people to induce the Pro- 
consul to spare his life and let him be taken 
down. But Andrew, who heard their expos- 
tulations, earnestly prayed to God, that he 
might at this time be permitted to seal the 
truth of his religion with his blood; and God 
showed that he heard and accepted his prayer, 
for the apostle immediately expired. 
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'^ Both friends and foes stood silent, and 
awe struck, as his soul winged its flight to 
mansions of rest. 

' Hovr our hearts bom within us at this scene. 

Whence this brave bound o'er limits fixed to man 

At that dark hour, which gen*ral horror spreads. 

Sweet peace, and hearenlj joj and humble hope. 

Divinely beam on his exalted soul ! 

His God sustains him in his final hour, — 

His final hour brings glorj to his God.' 
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O how happy he must be now \^ said 
Emily, her eyes glistening with tears of pity 
and admiration. ^^ How one does wonder, at 
his patience and fortitude ! If^eems almost 
incredible." 

" It would indeed be quite incredible, my 
love, were we not assured, that God supports 
his creatures in such trying hours, and 
breathes into their souls a spirit superior to 
all the sufferings of the flesh. The mock 
composure and boasted fortitude of those, who 
know not God, have never yet been known to 
stand before long protracted bodily suffering. 
Such fortitude may last for a little hour, 
.while pride and vanity can hold their sway, 
and while fric^nds are near to applaud and 
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flatter, but it has never yet been found to en« 
dure a day of real unassisted trial.^' 

" And yet, grandmama,^ said Agnes, " we 
read of the poor Indians bearing the prolong- 
ed tortures inflicted on them by their enemies, 
with constancy as wonderful as that displayed 
by any Christian martyr.^ 

" No, my love, not half so wonderful, for 
the poor Indians had been trained from their 
earliest infancy to such feats of patient endu- 
rance, and taught to practise them as almost 
the only requisite virtue : and think you, my 
beloved Agnes, that God does not behold the 
struggles and support the weakness of the 
suffering Indian? Or think you that our 
heavenly Father only compassionates and as- 
sists the Christian ? 

^^ Weareindeedhis chosen servants, butstill 
he is kind and merciful to allx The savage, 
even though he bows down to idols made of 
wood and stone, is prompted by instincts, which 
Godhas given him, to seek some object of wor- 
ship, on which he may rely for safety and pro- 
tection. Though ignorant of all other know- 
ledge, he feels that constancy and firmness of 
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soul must be pleasing to the Being he desires 
to serve. Though for the present, through 
the inscrutable decrees of Divine Wisdom, he 
may be left in darkness, yet his unseen and 
unknown Saviour beholds his blindness, and 
feels for his ignorant and sinful nature a mea- 
sure of the same tender compassion, which he 
feels for us. To him is therefore given accord- 
ing to his necessities a full proportion of 
that super-human strength, which, in whom- 
soever it appears, must still be recognized as 
the work of the Almighty." 

" It is very delightful," said Mary, " to 
think, that God feels for the poor Indians just 
the same compassion and love and tender- 
ness, which he feels for us." 

" That, my beloved child, is more than I 
have said. Nor have we authority for sup- 
posing, that He feels just the same for them as 
for us. The subject has indeed been left in 
darkness, because it is one beyond our finite 
comprehension ; but we know, that in a better 
worldall, that seems dark and difRculthere,will 
be made plain. In the mean time, we may be 
assured that God feels for all in measure as 
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He ought, and gives to each the aid, that is 
humbly sought. 

" Of the truth of this remark we shall have 
a strong example in the history, which is to 
follow ; but before it be presented to the pub- 
lic, we must see whether or not the generality 
of our young readers, or rather their parents 
and friends, will consider those now com- 
pleted worthy of their approbation." 

As she finished speaking, Mrs. C had 

again the satisfaction of perceiving from the 
countenances of her youthful auditors, that 
they had taken a lively interest in the conver- 
sation and reading of the evening. 

Hopes and wishes were then anxiously ex- 
pressed for the success of the " Juvenile 
Sunday Libeaey,**^ and the clock warning 
them, that it was time, the party adjourned 
according to their custom to the room, in 
which they always met for family service. 
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